Alcester and Bidford on Avon Community Forum
Tuesday 18 November 2008

The Greig Hall, Kinwarton Road, Alcester

Members in attendance: Sir William Lawrence
Sue Adams
Brian Slaughter
Nina Knapman
Eric Payne
Kim James
Susan Juned
Val Hobbs

There were 29 members of the public and support officers in attendance.
Apologies were received from Peter Barnes and Richard Hobbs.

1. Election of Chair
Following a short introduction by Councillor James, the meeting was asked to elect
a Chairman for this meeting and the remainder of the Council Year. Councillor
Slaughter proposed Councillor Kim James to remain as Chairman, this was
seconded by Councillor Knapman and with no further nominations Councillor
James was appointed.

2. Welcome and Introductions
The Chairman asked County Councillors, District Councillors and Parish
Councillors to stand and introduce themselves, followed by officers from the same
authorities.

3. Update and Matters Arising from the Previous Meeting
The Chairman related to the following issues which had been raised at the
previous meeting held on 2 September:

a. The safety record of the A46 between Oversley Green and Redhill
b. The parking of cars near Haselor School

c. Speeding cars and the feedback of the speeding campaign figures for Parish
Councils

d. The large number of HGV’s using Bidford Bridge despite the 10 Tonne weight
limit.

e. The large number of HGV’s currently driving through Barton.
f. The Overall planning and actions taken on flood relief systems.

g. The actions taken by the Warwickshire PCT on the delayed discharge of
patients from hospital.

h. The state of the footpath between Haselor and Alcester.



The Chairman stated that items a — d would be dealt with by Sergeant Wild in the
Safer Neighbourhood Policing report, e is ongoing with a survey by the County
Council, f is ongoing with various agencies but was expected to be a topic at a
future Forum meeting, g is ongoing and was anticipated to be part of a themed
meeting on “Older Peoples” issues and h was under consideration by the County,
however the council’s budget only allowed for 5 or 6 sites across the whole
Stratford Area to be resurfaced.

The issue of the Haselor path is to be taken forward to the next Joint West Area
Committee meeting.

. Safer Neighbourhoods Policing Report
Sgt. Wild gave a power point presentation, which is attached to these notes of
which it forms part.

Additionally he reported the following:

a/. Re The A46 - there had been 2 fatal, 9 serious and 28 slight traffic incidents in
the last few years and it was currently being targeted by a Road Traffic Unit

b/. Re Haselor School — visits were planned to remind parents about parking
responsibly

c/. Re Speeding — Parish Councils were to be notified of the outcome on the
speed campaigns, however no data was available on static cameras as a matter of

policy.

d/. Re Bidford Bridge — This had been closed for some time following the last
meeting and Councillor Barnes is monitoring the situation

Sgt Wild answered questions raised by the forum which included:

Speeding cars in the Conway area of Alcester

Discussion Topic — Health Inequalities

Nancy Singleton of Stratford District Council gave a presentation which focussed
on healthy eating using five fruit and vegetable portions a day as the example.

She explained how she was engaging with different community groups, including
partnership projects such as 5-a-day food Festival, Healthy Eating in Schools,
Future of Food is Fun and the Heartbeat Award. She also introduced John
Hodges who gave an update on Community Events organised locally by ACT.COM
such as Tea in the Big Tent 2, held at St Nicholas School.

. Reports from Local Groups

Jenny Theobold of Stratford District Council gave a short background to the “Vision
for Alcester” and spoke about the projects that had been adopted for the first year
and how they had linked up with other initiatives such as Better Welcome in a



Riverside Walk Project. Other projects were also outlined including developing the
youth and community use of Conway Fields Pavilion, sports facilities for South
Alcester, enhancing our Roman Heritage and a long stay car park. The next
meeting was due to take place on December 3" and Jenny welcomed any ideas
on future projects. Following questions Jenny also confirmed the projects were
also of benefit to the hinterland, not just Alcester.

A question was raised regarding a Youth facility in Wilmcote and Rob McCluskey
of Warwickshire County Council Youth Service stated that this was being looked at
this as well as other areas including Bidford.

. Have Your Say

A member of the Kinwarton community asked a general question regarding the
Draft Forward Plan of the Core Strategy especially the three areas identified, one
of which was in Kinwarton. The Chairman advised that this was a major planning
document for the district and Alcester was considered a Major Settlement.
Councillor Adams stated that it is the intention of Alcester Town Council to host a
public meeting on the Core Strategy. The importance of the infrastructure for any
new developments was acknowledged by residents and in particular, the drainage
of surface water to prevent further flooding problems in the town.

A resident at Hopkins Precinct related the problems with the location of the Youth
Shelter and Basketball frame which allows young people to climb it and look
straight into properties. Councillors Eric Payne and Nina Knapman advised that
attempts were being made to remedy the situation.

A suggestion was raised that the old school in Moorfield Road could be used as a
temporary Youth Club. Steve Smith, Warwickshire County Council Head of
Property Services advised that the site and building were considered to be under
offer of sale. It was further reported that the temporary classroom that had been
used had been closed due to Health and Safety issues and it was not cost efficient
to consider it or the main building in the short term.

A presentation was made by Youths from Alcester supported by local Youth
Leaders, with two youths acting as spokesmen. They stated they need
somewhere to go, particularly in winter and they were criticised by older people for
being noisy at their Youth Shelter, which had been placed too near houses.
Following discussion it was agreed that something should be done for the youth
and ways this could be done were being looked at.

Residents from Birch Abbey and adjacent areas in Alcester then formally
complained about the temporary closure of the portion of road connecting Birch
Abbey with Evesham Street. A petition in protest of the closure was given to Nina
Knapman, and Nick Gower-Johnson, Warwickshire county Council advised that he
would contact Mark Porter to ascertain the progress on public consultation.

John Hodges of SCAN raised an issue of increasing non conformance to bus time



tables between Alcester and Redditch and irregularity in the bus service between
Alcester and Stratford with buses not turning up, leaving people stranded.
Councillor Knapman stated the County Council had no power over the bus
companies; they were only able to put pressure on them.

8. “Parish Pump”/Information Sharing
There were no matters raised.

9. Items for future meetings
Core Strategy

10.Dates and Venues of Future Meetings
Next Meeting — Tuesday 10" February, 6.00pm at Crawford Memorial Hall,
Bidford-on-Avon

POLICE Safer Nelghbourhoods' Warwickshire

Warwickshire



eUser Satisfaction-ease of contact

Was it easy to speak to someone 92.6%
Were they able to take details 97.0%
Satisfaction with response time 92.0%

(samples with regard crimes and some RTCs)

Response Times (emergency rural within 20 minutes)

Alcester 191 incidents 88.30%
Bidford 157 incidents 84.31%
Aston Cantlow 49 incidents 86.96%
Welford 40 incidents 86.49%
Bardon 103 incidents 93.75%

Kinwarton 51 incidents 85.71%




Crime Overview 1.4.08 to date—
Alcester South

Type of Offence Nos. % Reduction
Serious violent crime 50 5%
Serious Acquisitive crime 93 31%

Criminal Damage 114 19%




Alcester South
Daily Crime Figures

Violent Crime; 0.22
Serious Acquisitive Crime; 0.41

Criminal Damage,; 0.50




Building safer neighbourhoods together

Alcester South

Safer Neighbourhood Team

Sgt 753 Stuart WILD

PC 1647 Tony HALL PCSO 6093 Becky MORRIS
PC 94 Steve MONCKTON PCSO 6176 Dave MARTIN
PC 885 Doug JOHNSON PCSO 6060 Martin SANFORD

PCSO 6179 Peter GROOM

A/SO 3273 Pete JOHNSON

SC 3661 Julie
BLAKEMORE

SC 3675 Paula DERRICK
SC 3206 Jill HOUGHTON
SC 3646 John McKAY
SC 3716 Sue LEWIS

DATE: 03/06/2008



Thank you for your time

Please contact the team should you
have any queries or concerns.

Tel: 01789 762207 extension 4816

Emalil:
alcestersouth.snt@warwickshire.police.uk




