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      BIDFORD ON AVON PARISH COUNCIL 

In the County of Warwickshire 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

For the health and well-being of our Parish Councillors, staff and local 
community as a result of the current national emergency due to COVID-19 and 
following government guidelines, all Parish Council meetings will be held 
remotely until further notice. 
 
Bidford-on-Avon Parish Council will be using Zoom to facilitate the holding of 
meetings and these will be recorded for minuting purposes only 
 
Should any resident wish to participate in the Zoom meeting (please be aware 
that, as in any Parish Council Meeting, your participation is limited to Item 4 
on the Agenda) this is the link to the meeting 
 
Elisabeth Uggerloese is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
 
Topic: Parish Council Meeting 
Time: Aug 24, 2020 07:30 PM London 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84603725535?pwd=SW56VkVwWEVMWHd3TW
ZRT1VkdWRuUT09 
 
Meeting ID: 846 0372 5535 
Passcode: 625646 
One tap mobile 
+442030512874,,84603725535#,,,,,,0#,,625646# United Kingdom 
+442034815237,,84603725535#,,,,,,0#,,625646# United Kingdom 
 
Dial by your location 
        +44 203 051 2874 United Kingdom 
        +44 203 481 5237 United Kingdom 
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        +44 203 481 5240 United Kingdom 
        +44 131 460 1196 United Kingdom 
Meeting ID: 846 0372 5535 
Passcode: 625646 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbY2I0ZVqZ 
 

 
To all Members of the Parish Council 
 
You are hereby summoned to attend a Meeting of the Parish Council to be held via 
Zoom Video Conference on Monday 24th August 2020 @ 7.30 pm to transact the 
following business 
 
19th August  2020 

 
Elisabeth Uggerløse 
Clerk to the Parish Council  

 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. To receive and accept apologies 
2. To receive any Declaration of Interest on Items on the Agenda 

i. All members of the Council are respectfully reminded that in order to 
comply with the Code of Conduct adopted by the Parish Council on 18th 
December 2017, if any matter arises during the meeting in which they 
have declared an Interest, which could be personal or prejudicial, they 
should declare so and leave the room. 

ii. Written requests for Dispensations for DPI should be received by the 
Clerk no more than 24 hours prior to the meeting.  
Dispensations will be granted as appropriate 

3. To approve the Minutes of the virtual Parish Council Meeting held on 27th July    
2020 @ 7.30 pm 

4. Public Forum due to the current COVID 19 emergency this meeting is being 
held virtually.  If you have an issue you would like Council to consider, it would 
be appreciated if you could email it to the Clerk at info@bidfordonavon-
pc.gov.uk  no later than 12.00 pm on Friday 21st August 2020 

5. Report from County Councillor 
6. Report from District Councillors 
7. Clerk’s report  
8. To consider returning to In Person meetings (Report enclosed) 

mailto:info@bidfordonavon-pc.gov.uk
mailto:info@bidfordonavon-pc.gov.uk


Agenda PC Meeting Aug. 2020 

Page 3 of 5 
 

9. To consider the reply from WCC in respect of the request for speed tests on 
Victoria Road and Waterloo Road (report circulated) 

10. To consider the following reports 
i. Amenities Working Group – report and recommendations circulated 

ii. Youth & Communities Working Group –verbal update 
11. To consider making “Bidford Rocks” a permanent feature by having them sealed 

and cemented 
12. To consider the following planning applications: 

i. 20/01612/VARY Mr David Fell, 100 High Street, B50 4AF 
Condition Number(s): No condition number - As per original drawing 
showing dormer to side elevation having non-opening obscure glass. 
Architects drawings show opening windows to dormer with obscured 
glass, which have now been installed.  Which is different to original 
application drawing, as this shows fixed openers but was not recorded as 
a condition on as built drawings. Would like to keep opening lights to 
dormer window. Planning permission 18/02261/FUL (date of decision 
02/05/2019) 
Link to application 
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QCBZ2
HPMFRD00  
It would appear that the original application stated an obscure and non-
opening dormer window.  However, the one that has been installed, 
although obscure, does open.   
Council should consider whether this may represent a possible invasion 
of privacy on neighbouring properties when replying. 

ii. 20/01674/FUL Mr Ady Dyer, 37 Saxonfields B50 4BS 
Single storey extension 
Link to application 
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QCOE9
1PMHGL00  
Recommendation No objection 

iii. 20/01966/FUL Father Gary Byrne, St Joseph Catholic Church, 
Quinneys Lane, B50 4JL 
Provision of temporary car parking on existing grassed area 
Link to application 
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QDVN
QYPM0GL00  
It would appear the area to be used has had to change slightly and they 
have had to re-apply and SDC decided it required a full, new application 
 
 
 
 

https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QCBZ2HPMFRD00
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QCBZ2HPMFRD00
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QCOE91PMHGL00
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QCOE91PMHGL00
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QDVNQYPM0GL00
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QDVNQYPM0GL00


Agenda PC Meeting Aug. 2020 

Page 4 of 5 
 

iv. 20/02049/FUL Mrs Lisa Smart, 2 Welford Road, Barton, B50 4NP 
Ground floor extension mainly to rear of the property for new 
kitchen/dining and sitting room. 
Creation of new first floor bedroom (No.1) above existing flat roof garage 
and new first floor bedroom (No.2) to rear. 
Link to application 
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QEBNK
FPMJ7W00  

13.  To note the following 6 x  “Notice of intention to install electronic 
communication apparatus pursuant to the Town and Country Planning (General 
Permitted Development Order) 2015 and the Electronic Communications Code 
(Conditions and Regulations) 2003 as amended” 

i. 20/01763/TEL28 Opposite 40 Crompton Avenue, Bidford on Avon 
New 13 m light pole 
Link to application 
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QD1PI
7PM0KL00  

ii. 20/02178/TEL28 2 Mill Cottages, Mill Lane, Broom B50 4HR 
BT intends to install fixed line broadband electronic communications 
apparatus 10M Light 
Link to application 
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QEY6D
EPM0IH00  

iii. 20/12179/TEL28 Land adjacent t to The Grange, Mill Lane, Broom 
BT intends to install fixed line broadband electronic communications 
apparatus 9M Light 
Link to application 
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QEY6T
XPM0IH00  

iv. 20/02085/TEL28 Grass verge outside 54 Grafton Lane, Bidford on 
Avon 
Pole Notice for provision of rural superfast broadband. New 9m light 
carrier pole 
Link to application 
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QEJ6AS
PM0KL00  

v. 20/02183/TEL28 Street Record, The Crescent Bidford on Avon 
Installation of fixed line broadband electronic communications apparatus 
Link to application 
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QEYDZ
7PM0GL00  
 
 
 

https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QEBNKFPMJ7W00
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QEBNKFPMJ7W00
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QD1PI7PM0KL00
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QD1PI7PM0KL00
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QEY6DEPM0IH00
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QEY6DEPM0IH00
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QEY6TXPM0IH00
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QEY6TXPM0IH00
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QEJ6ASPM0KL00
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QEJ6ASPM0KL00
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QEYDZ7PM0GL00
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QEYDZ7PM0GL00


Agenda PC Meeting Aug. 2020 

Page 5 of 5 
 

vi. 20/02248/TEL28 Greenacres, Waterloo Road B50 4JP 
Install 1x 9m wooden pole (7.3m above ground) at the above location.  
Link to application 
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QF99D
3PM00E00  

14. To consider to continue paying by BACS after the COVID emergency.  If this is 
approved, then  
To nominate 2 Councillors and 1 Substitute Councillor to be the “signatures”.  
Council to be aware that the nominated Councillors must be available to approve 
the payments the day after the meeting: as this is done online, they must have 
access to an appropriate device and have internet connection. 

15. To approve 
i. Accounts for July 2020 (circulated) 

ii. Payments for August 2020 (circulated) 
 

https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QF99D3PM00E00
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QF99D3PM00E00
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BIDFORD ON AVON PARISH COUNCIL 

In the County of Warwickshire 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 27 July  2020 @ 7.30 pm via 
Zoom 
 
PRESENT 
 
Chairman          Cllr. Knight, Chairman of the Council 
 

        Cllrs.           Cullum, Deacon, Fleming, Hiscocks, Keeley, Meredith,   
            Taylor and Williams 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Also present:                      County Cllr Brain 

                    District Cllr Fleming  
                    3 members of the public 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

In attendance:                   Mrs E. Uggerløse, Clerk to the Parish Council  
                                                                                         
 
1. TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES 

Cllr Atkins had sent his apologies which were accepted 
 

2. TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 
i. All members of the Council are respectfully reminded that in order to comply 

with the Code of Conduct adopted by the Parish Council on 18th December 
2017, if any matter arises during the meeting in which they have declared an 
Interest, which could be personal or prejudicial, they should declare so and 
leave the room. 
None declared 

ii. Written requests for Dispensations for DPI should be received by the Clerk no 
more than 24 hours prior to the meeting.  
Dispensations will be granted as appropriate. 
None required 
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3. TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 29TH 
JUNE 2020 
Cllr Deacon  proposed the Minutes be accepted as being accurate 
RESOLVED that the Minutes be accepted and will be signed by the Chairman at the 
first physical meeting of the Council 
 

4. PUBLIC FORUM 
i. Bidford Juniors FC a representative asked if Council had had time to 

consider the email sent regarding repairs and improvements needed for the 
pitches on the Big Meadow. 
The Clerk advised it had been received but was too late for Council to 
consider at this meeting,  The Amenities WG would be considering it at its 
meeting on Wednesday 29th July and its recommendations would be 
considered by Council at its meeting of 24th August. 
 

5. REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr Brain advised there was only one thing to report and that was the recent 
damage done to Bidford Bridge. 
It was regrettable this had happened just after County Council had approved an 
expenditure of £6.3 million for its historic bridges, with £1 million allocated to 
Bidford Bridge. 
It is hoped the work will be carried out before the winter sets in and that there will 
be no need for a full closure.  Richard Roberts, who was in charge of the repairs 
during the last incident, is again in charge this time and he trusts the repairs can be 
incorporated in the first phase of the programmed work. 
Investigations are taking place to discover who did the damage so that the repair 
work can be covered by their insurance and not have to be deducted from the 
allocated £1m. 
Council thanked Cllr Brain and RESOLVERD to note 
 

6. REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr Fleming gave the following update: 

i. COVID 19 is getting better and affecting fewer people but vigilance is still 
needed 

ii. Government grant funding the next tranche has been received but is less 
than expected so no funding for local councils 

iii. SDC is staying with remote meetings at present.  They are catching up for the 
time lost and there are planning committee meetings every week 

RESOLVED to note 
 

7. CLERK’S REPORT 
Verbal report.   

i. Bidford Bridge – the Clerk had attended a meeting regarding Road Safety as 
a representative of WALC and had the opportunity of raising the issue of the 
Bidford Bridge incident with a senior officer.  She advised that Council was 
concerned about road safety for both pedestrians and motorists as volumes 
had increased due to Covid 19 and staycation and one of the pedestrian 
refuges is closed. 
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ii. Play Areas -  have contacted MP Nadhim Zahawi  asking for his assistance in 
obtaining clarification to the guidelines to enable to Council to reopen them. 

RESOLVED to note  
 

8. TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE THE ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 
i. Annual Accounts to 31st March 2020 (circulated) 

RESOLVED to approve by a unanimous vote. Chairman and RFO to sign 
ii. The Annual Governance Statement 2019/20 – to be completed at the 

meeting.  Template circulated and the Clerk read out each point for Council to 
consider 
RESOLVED by a unanimous vote, to reply YES to points 1-8 and N/A to point 
9 and Chairman and Clerk  to sign 

iii. The Annual Accounting Statements 2019/20  
These had been circulated and it was RESOLVED to approve the figures by a 
unanimous vote and Chairman and RFO to sign 

As the meeting was virtual, the Clerk advised she would post the documents to the 
Chairman for him to sign and return in a SAE. 
 

9. TO CONSIDER THE INTERNAL AUDITOR’S REPORT  
This had been circulated and the Chairman  noted that the internal audit had “found 
no matters which gave rise to concerns in the process and controls of the council”. 
The Clark advised that she had discussed the issue raised concerning the difference 
between the total payments minuted and the accounts supplied with the internal 
auditor and it had been agreed that in future the Minutes should give the total 
amounts paid inclusive of VAT to exactly reflect the accounts. 
RESOLVED by a unanimous vote, to note the contents of the report.   
 

10. TO CONSIDER REPORT FROM THE YOUTH & COMMUNITY WG 
Report with Resolutions attached to these Minutes of which they form an integral 
part 
 

11. TO CONSIDER REQUESTING SPEED TESTS ON 
i. Victoria Road 

ii. Waterloo Road 
Some councillors advised that there has been a noticeable increase in the number of 
vehicles as well as speed along both these main village roads.  As schools return to 
normal in September and both have school bus stops it was proposed speed tests be 
requested. 
Sites to be 

i.  Victoria Road – lamppost no. 10 or 12 
ii. Waterloo Road – same site as before 

      RESOLVED by a unanimous vote to request speed tests at the Council’s  expense. 
 
 

12. TO CONSIDER RETURNING TO IN PERSON MEETINGS 
A report had been circulated with the Recommendation that Council continue to 
hold virtual meetings, which it can do, until In Person Meetings can be held in safe 
and legal circumstances. 
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Following a lengthy discussion it was RESOLVED to review the situation at the 
August meeting which would be held virtually. 
 

13. TO CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING PLANNING APPLICATION 
i. 19/00731/FUL Mr Buggins Countryside Properties (UK) Limited and 

Midland Heart Ltd, Development site Corner of Waterloo Road and 
Wellington Road, Bidford on Avon. Erection of 50 affordable housing 
An amendment/additional information has been received 
Revised Transport Assessment -November 2019 
Road Safety Audit dated -24.01.2020 
Swept path anaysis plan - ENG-08 Rev A 
Link to application 
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=POKHV9P
MG6B00  
Having sent this to the Parish Council’s Transport Consultant for his views, he 
has replied that having had a look  through the documents and the planning 
portal, as far as he can tell, nothing new has been added, there's no further 
correspondence from highways regarding the points raised within their 
report and other than the tracking, nothing new from the applicant. The latter 
is as expected and he would raise no further issues.  
Worth requesting some correspondence from WCC regarding their concerns.  
Recommendation – in view of the above, Council should maintain its 
objection as it would appear its concerns have still not been addressed. It 
should also consider the advice to request correspondence from WCC 
regarding the issues raised in the report. 
Following a discussion when the issue of the contamination of the land and 
the proposed planting of edible fruit trees was raised, it was RESOLVED to 
maintain Council’s objection as per the recommendation. 
 

ii.        20/01618/FUL Mr Hughie Fury, Land east of 22 Tower Close, Bidford on 
Avon 
Construction of new dwelling with associated parking 
Link to application 
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QCDA71P
MFVP00  
RESOLVED No objection 
 

iii.       20/01671/VARY Mr Christopher Hudson, 7 Jubilee Close, B50 4ED 
Vary condition 3 of planning permission 19/02403/FUL (date of decision 
21/10/2019), to change the materials at the rear of the property 
Link to application 
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QCOE80P
MHGI00  
Recommendation: there does not appear to be any material  reason to object 
bearing in mind the proposal is to the rear with limited visibility. 
RESOLVED No objection 
 

https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=POKHV9PMG6B00
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=POKHV9PMG6B00
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QCDA71PMFVP00
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QCDA71PMFVP00
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QCOE80PMHGI00
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QCOE80PMHGI00
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iv.       20/01673/FUL – Mr and Mrs Morrison, 6 Scott Close, B50 4HY 
Proposed removal of existing conservatory and replacement with brick rear 
extension. 
Link to application 
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QCOE8PP
MHGK00   
Recommendation: no objection 
RESOLVED No objection 
 

v.        20/01763/TEL28 Opposite 40, Compton Avenue 
New 13 m light pole 
Please note this is a notification only under the General Permitted 
Development Order 
RESOLVED to note 
 

14. TO APPROVE 
i. Accounts for June  2020 

Circulated 
RESOLVED to approve 

ii. Payments for July  2020 totalling £6,902.01 
RESOLVED to approve the payments to be carried out by BACS 

 
Meeting closed at 9.00 pm 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                           

https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QCOE8PPMHGK00
https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/AppDetail.aspx?appkey=QCOE8PPMHGK00
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 BIDFORD ON AVON PARISH COUNCIL 

In the County of Warwickshire 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
           

 
 

Item 10  REPORT & RESOLUTIONS FROM THE YOUTH AND COMMUNITY 
WORKING GROUP 

 
Virtual Meeting took place on Friday 17th July  2020 @ 10.00 am a 
 
Present: Bill Fleming, Suzé Meredith, Penny Taylor (Chairman) 
In attendance : Elisabeth Uggerloese 
 
1. Leisure/Youth Centre/Sport facilities:  
 

• The project is big and complex 
• It involves decisions about the spending of a large amount of money 

including continuing upkeep 
• We need to get it right about exactly what it is and where it’s located to 

benefit the whole community.   
• There is no specific expertise on the Parish Council in the planning, design, 

funding and project management of such a complex community leisure 
project. 

• If the budget that has been set aside for this major project is not allocated 
soon we might risk it being taken away which would let down the residents 
whose money it is and who have contributed to a study of what the village 
wants.  

• Grants are extremely likely to be needed to fully fund the project (e.g. SDC 
may have Section106 money that we should try to apply for before it is too 
late).   

• Due diligence:  It is good practice to bring in expertise to be as sure as we 
possibly can be that we are making the very best use of residents’ money. 
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A few examples of consultancies:  
https://www.sportengland.org/know-your-audience/case-studies 
https://www.rmssportsconsultants.co.uk 
https://www.nortoft.co.uk 
 
Recommendation:  The Parish Council hires a relevant expert in planning, 
designing, applying for grants and managing the building of community 
leisure facilities to advise on and progress this project.      
 
There followed a lengthy discussion after which it was unanimously RESOLVED to 
approve the hiring of a relevant expert in the field.  The Youth & Community WG to 
come with more concrete proposal of candidates and costings at a future meeting. 
 
2.  Roundabout:   
 

• The Y&C group are keen to see work started on tidying up the roundabout to 
include: 

• Scruffy shrubs removed 
• Trees pruned and tidied up 
• Since visibility will be improved, Highways to be asked to remove the large 

broken chevrons.   But if chevrons are still deemed essential after the tree 
work, a request is made for smaller neater ones to be put in their place. 

Recommendation: That the roundabout is tidied up, including a request for 
improvements to chevron signage.   To approve the expenditure of £500 for 
WCC Highways to investigate and produce a scheme design. 
 
After a short discussion, it was unanimously RESOLVED to approve the expenditure 

 
3. Community engagement: 
 

• Zoom meetings: It was suggested that we should start using zoom to hold 
meetings with people in the community using topics to trigger conversations 
– such as Brighter Bidford – with encouragement to bring anything else to 
the table that people are interested in and care about.   
  

• Bidford Volunteering Group.  The creation of a database to make the most 
of the enthusiasm and community spirit created by the lockdown shopping 
team (including being prepared for a second wave of Covid-19).   Parish Clerk 
to compile a list of those volunteers happy to be called upon in future.    

 
Recommendation to note 
RESOLVED to note as they were good ideas 

https://www.sportengland.org/know-your-audience/case-studies
https://www.rmssportsconsultants.co.uk/
https://www.nortoft.co.uk/
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4. Big Meadow: 
 
There was a discussion about the maximizing of Big Meadow for the benefit of the 
community with the following suggestions:   
 

• Car Parking:  Cars are parking nearer and nearer to the river which creates a 
hazard as well as restricting access to other users.  Suggestion:  that parking 
is restricted to the far end of Big Meadow and a natural barrier is created on 
the river side.  
 

• Nature Trail & History Trail (e.g. as a game of snakes and ladders as at the 
park in Diggle in Lancashire) – which could also be used to create a natural 
barrier to cars.    

 
• Making more use of the River:  Potential for boat hire and boating courses; 

Possibility of a Raft Race next summer  
 
Recommendation: To note 
RESOLVED to note that these would be considered by the Amenities WG at its next 
meeting 
 
 
5.  Post Lockdown Leaflet: 

• A temporary leaflet being drafted with advice for services in Bidford post 
lockdown.  

 
Recommendation: To note 
RESOLVED  to note 
 
6. Brighter Bidford 

It had been agreed that the Youth & Community WG should manage this project 
 
Recommendation: to note 
 
RESOLVED to note 
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 BIDFORD ON AVON PARISH COUNCIL 

In the County of Warwickshire 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
           

 
 

Item 8 – RETURNING TO IN PERSON MEETINGS 
 

 
Following the COVID 19 pandemic, legislation was passed to allow Parish and Town 
Councils to hold “virtual” meetings (Section 78 of the Coronavirus Bill), 
 
As of 17th July 2020 advice from the National Association of Local Councils (the body 
representing Parish & Town Councils (and the Society for Local Council Clerks (the 
body representing Clerks) agreed on the following statement: 
 
Both NALC and SLCC still strongly advise local councils to continue to meet remotely, 
without the need for face-to-face contact. If your council wishes to consider returning 
to face-to-face meetings we have produced a checklist to help ensure this decision is 
made in accordance with relevant regulations and requirements. 
 
I attended a Risk Assessment briefing on 18th August 2020 where it was strongly 
recommended that Councils continue to meet virtually as long as possible to 
minimise any risk. 
 
Both NALC and SLCC issue these statements based on the current government 
guidelines and it is their legal interpretation of these guidelines. 
 
The checklist states that Council can consider holding an In Person Council Meeting 
if: 
 

• It is unable to conduct the meeting in any other way  
Bidford on Avon PC can.  Note the Government Rules still state we should 
continue to work from home if we can. 
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• The Council is unable to make use of a telephone or online facility to hold a 
quorate meeting 
It can 

• The Council has a reasonable business need or legal need to meet in person 
at this time 
It hasn’t 

• It then refers to the requirements of a venue that will allow Councillors to 
meet whilst adhering to the social distancing as well as allowing members of 
the public to attend also allowing for social distancing. 

o In order to site keeping our social distance we would require 10 
tables measuring approx. 1.8 m each.  We have only 6. 

o It would also mean the setting of tables being so close to the doors 
that there would be little or no space for members of the public to 
attend – which would make the meting illegal 

o There is an identified pinch point at the entrance (foyer) 
 
There would also be the need to wear masks as we are indoors and speaking – with 
the consequent issues for people who are hard of hearing as voices will be slightly 
muffled and you would not be able to lip read. 
 
There is also the consideration of the age of Councillors, their spouses/partners and 
staff – holding In Person meetings may exclude some Councillors from attending, 
which is illegal. 
 
And you will also have to consider that the Clerk will have to arrive earlier than 
normal to sanitise all and leave late after sanitising again after use – not just tables 
but all other points of contact such as doors, door handles/knobs etc. that have been 
used during the meeting (which will include toilets) 
 
Finally, it is worth noting that 

• Both County and District Councils are still working remotely.  
• The In Person Safer Warwickshire Panel Board Meeting on 16th Sept. has 

been cancelled and replaced by a virtual meeting.  
• The  SLCC Conference to be held in mid-October has also been cancelled and 

may be replaced by virtual meeting 
 
Recommendation that Council continue to hold virtual meetings, which it can do, 
until In Person meetings can be held in safe and legal circumstances and with a 
reduced risk to councillors, staff and members of the public 
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 BIDFORD ON AVON PARISH COUNCIL 

In the County of Warwickshire 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
           

 
 

Item 9 – SPEED SURVEYS 
 

 
At the July 2020 meeting, Council resolved to request traffic speed surveys on 
Victoria and Waterloo Roads (PC Mins. July 2020/11) 
 
On requesting this from County Council, the reply received was that any results 
obtained at the current time would not be taken into account as they would not be 
considered “typical” due to the current situation. 
 
At the request of Council, the Clerk raised this with County Council and it was 
agreed that, at present, conditions are around 80% and it was suggested that 
October would be a reasonable time to carry out the survey (not during half term) 
as the months of October and April are the ones usually used to measure these 
events. 
 
Council is requested to consider this option and the  
RECOMMENDATION is to request they take place in mid-October at a cost of 
£590.00 for both surveys. 
 
If approved, Council can wait for the results and then consider if Community Speed 
Awareness is one of the ways forward or whether they demonstrate a more serious 
concern which requires more collaborative action with County Council Highways 
and Police. 
 
 
 

 




