BIDFORD ON AVON PARISH COUNCIL
In the County of Warwickshire

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 16th December 2013 at the
Parish Council Meeting Rooms, Bramley Way, Bidford on Avon
PRESENT
Chairman

Cllr. Fleming

Cllrs.

Atkins, Gerrard, Harvey, Hiscocks, Mrs Keeley, Pound
Mrs Randell, and Spiers

Also present:

District Councillors Pemberton and Spence
1 members of the public

In attendance:

Mrs E. Uggerløse, Clerk to the Parish Council

Before the meeting, the Chairman advised those present that Cllr. Squires had sent in his
letter of resignation, dated 27th November 2013. Changes in his life meant he was
unable to dedicate as much time as he believes he should to Parish Council work.
The Chairman then took the opportunity to thank Cllr Squires for all he has done for the
Council and the local community
1. TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES
None
2. TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
• All members of the Council are respectfully reminded that in order to comply
with the Code of Conduct adopted by the Parish Council on 30th July 2012, if
any matter arises during the meeting in which they have declared a
disclosable pecuniary interest (DPI) they should leave the room
There were none
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•

Written requests for Dispensations for DPI should be received by the Clerk no
more than 24 hours prior to the meeting.
Dispensations will be granted as appropriate
None required

3. TO APPROVE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 25TH
NOVEMBER 2013
Cllr. Harvey proposed the Minutes be accepted as being accurate subject to a
typographical error in Item 7 – it should read be not b. The amendment was made
RESOLVED the Minutes be accepted as a true record of the meeting and be signed by
the Chairman
4. YOUTH FORUM
No young people present
5. PUBLIC FORUM
The member of the public expressed concern at the Local Government Boundary
Commission proposal that the parish of Bidford on Avon should be split into two
wards; one of them to include Salford Priors. He did not believe this would be to the
benefit of the local community as it would be split and could fuel discontent.
6. COUNCILLOR FORUM
No items were raised
7. TO RECEIVE REPORT FROM THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Cllr Brain had sent his apologies and an email raising the following issues:
• Care Home – progress regarding completion date and naming.
Councillors are unaware of completion date and instructed the Clerk to
request this information from Cllr. Brain.
• Bidford Bridge – weight mitigation scheme. Cllr., Brain requested the
thoughts of the Parish Council. Welford PC is not in favour as it believes
better signage would be more useful.
The Clerk advised Councillors that she had sent the Parish Council’s
comments regarding this scheme to both Cllr. Brain and the WCC Officer
following the October meeting. In view of Cllr. Brain’s comments, she had
resent the email. She had also sent a follow up email to the officer as no reply
had been received to date.
• Junction of St. Laurence and Waterloo Rd. Cllr. Brain had sent a complaint
to Highways regarding the state of this junction following work carried out
by Severn Trent
• Bidford High Street (parking) and Honeybourne Crossroads (speed
limit) both measure have been given the green light and work will proceed
as per recommendations.
RESOLVED to note the above and Clerk to carry out instructions regarding
information on completion of the care home.
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8. TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
• Waterloo Road – complaints have been received regarding mud on the road,
due to the two developments (Friday Furlong and east of Waterloo Road).
There is a condition that both sites should have when washing facilities to
minimise this, so enforcement has been asked to ensure this measure is
carried out.
• SDC is continuing its efforts to find ways of reducing costs and improving
services by entering into partnerships with other authorities, working
together in such things as IT and procurement. Where working in
partnership can deliver savings without compromising quality of service
• Full SDC Council meeting – had received two presentations:
o Federation of small business – the buy local for Christmas event on
7th December had proved very popular and the thinking is that it
should take place again in 2014.
o Health Board – from which the following snap shots are of interest:
¾ people living in Warwickshire are not the happiest
¾ there is a big difference in life expectation between north and
south Warwickshire. Stratford on Avon DC has the highest life
expectation in the county with males living an average of 81
years, compared to 77 in the north of the county; and females
of 85, compared to 81.
¾ However, this results in 33% of dementia cases being in the
Stratford area, the largest in the county
¾ Drug and alcohol abuse by youngsters is amongst the lowest in
the country
¾ But there are high levels of smokers, including pregnant
women
¾ So dementia and lowering the number of smokers are the
priorities
o Core Strategy
¾ Agreement that the Stratford Canal development be included
¾ Submission date delayed and planning date to be extended to
2031
¾ Continued support of Neighbourhood Plans during the
extended consultation period
¾ SDC to lobby Parliament so that more weight is put on
emerging Neighbourhood Plans
o Broadband Project
this is going too slowly, especially in rural areas, so Council has
agreed that it should become more involved to enable it to better
control the outcomes.
There followed a short session of questions from the Parish Council to Ward
Members
• How long is the delay in the Core Strategy?
There are no dates set, but it should be a question of weeks not months
• Community Forums – initially successful but appear to be less so now – what
is their future?
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Review is taking place and the views of the parish and town councils is being
sought.
Councillors were of the opinion that they should remain in some form or
other as they are a useful tool. Perhaps reduce the meetings to twice a year:
one in Alcester and one in Bidford on Avon.
9. TO RECEIVE REPORT FROM THE CLERK
A written report, which forms an integral part of these Minutes.
• Neighbourhood Plans
o It was agreed that Cllr. Mrs Keeley, Pound and Mrs Randell attend the
even at The Barn on 12th January
o It was agreed that Cllrs Fleming, Harvey and Gerrard attend the event
at the Barn on 14th January
o Cllr Mrs Keeley and the Clerk to arrange a meeting at the Jolly Teapot
one Thursday
• Boundary Commission
RESOLVED the Clerk to reply to the consultation on the same basis as before:
Bidford on Avon to remain a single ward represented by 2 councillors,. The
Parish Council is totally opposed to the parish being divided into two wards.
10. TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE RECOMMENDATION FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF
THE FINANCE AND STRATEGY COMMITTEE IN RESPECT OF THE
BUDGET/PRECEPT FOR 2014/15 (circulated)
The Chairman of the Finance Committee referred to the report and budget figures
which had been circulated to all members.
• The proposal was that Councillors approve a Budget that raised the same
precept as last year of £187.100.
• A motion amending the proposal was put forward: that the amount of the
rate paid buy each household remain the same, which would result in a
higher precept being raised at no cost to householders.
There followed a short discussion as to the merits of each motion. The
proposer of the amendment was of the opinion that the Council should
ensure it had sufficient funds to be able to continue offering a good service to
the local community; other councillors were of the opinion that if services
were withdrawn by the principal authorities, there was no obligation on the
part of the Parish Council to take this on.
The motion amending the proposal was then put the vote; 6 in favour so the
motion was carried
RESOLVED the rate to remain unchanged which would result in a precept of
195,300
11. TO CONSIDER THE CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED FROM WALC
• NALC update on the Government’s Autumn Statement (circulated)
Councillors are asked to note the contents and bring to the attention of the
Council any issues they may find of relevance
NOTED
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•

Copy correspondence from Adderbury Parish Council (North Oxfordshire) re
Neighbourhood Plan (circulated)
Council is requested to consider the issues raised and whether or not to raise
them with our local MP.
NOTED

12. TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL’S WORKING GROUPS (if
applicable)
No meetings had taken place so there were no reports. However, the Chairman of
the Amenities WG gave a short verbal report of the visit he, and other councillors
and clerk, had made to the Award Presentation of the Bidford Young Fire Fighters.
13. TO CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING CORRESPONDENCE
• SDC – Guidance for Displaying Promotional Material
NOTED
• Resident re proposed name for the new care home
The Council noted the resident’s comments, but a decision had been made,
and been accepted, to call it Murray House
14. TO CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING PLANNING APPLICATIONS
• 13/02708/FUL Mr Stuart Bond, 42 Waterloo Road, B50 4JP
Change of use of land from agricultural to equestrian, construction of a stable
building with ancillary hay and machinery store, roof mounted solar panels
and construction of a corral.
RESOLVED to support as it has the potential to offer local employment
• 13/03060/ELEC Western Power Distribution
Upgrading of existing two wire high voltage overhead line with a three wire
overhead line along the same route
RESOLVED no representation
15. TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE THE MONTH’S PAYMENTS AND ACCOUNTS
These had been circulated to councillors together with a report.
Purchases
Wages
HMRC
Grant
As per cheque list
DDM
Total payments
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£2,535.06
2,276.60
54.00
2,231.96
969.97
£8,067.59
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Payments received
UANT
Burial fees
Allotments
Directory Advertisement
Insurance refund
Treasury Deposit
Total Received

1,380.00
320.00
7.50
60.00
43.78
50,175.48
£51,986.76

RESOLVED
• To approve the accounts
• To approve payments
• That Cllrs. Mrs Keeley and Randell sign the cheques
• That £2,500.00 be transferred from the deposit account to the current
account.
• That £50,000 be reinvested into a 6 month HID account immediately
• That £60,000 be reinvested into a 6 months HID account on maturity of 13th
January 2014
The meeting closed at approx. 8.50 pm
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