
BrigHter
Bidford
“Bidford Rocks!” was a regular comment 
during lockdown as Bidford’s Facebook pages 
fi lled with gratitude for so many volunteers in 
the village
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This volunteering included:
• 2,500 shopping deliveries for 

vulnerable and elderly people
• hundreds of face masks and 

laundry bags made; 
• pharmacy pick-ups;
• surprise hampers sent to the 

vulnerable and to care workers
• Dementia café’s weekly phone 

calls to members
• free ice-creams for children of 

the village

...plus many, many hundreds of 
other individual acts of kindness by 
residents of Bidford, Broom, Barton 
and Marlcliff.
How many of us know about 
the many regular enthusiastic 
volunteers we have in our 
villages such as our Fire-fi ghters, 
Dementia Friends, Rubbish 
Friends, Brownies, Bidford Banners 
and the Jolly Teapot?  Then there’s 
the Youth Club, Christmas Lights, 
St John’s ambulance, Bidford 
Community  Library Library, the 
Derby & Joan Club, the Senior 
Citizens Party Group, Barton 

Village Fund, the Rotary club and 
Church groups as well as the village 
halls: Crawford Memorial Hall and 
Broom Village Hall.  Added to that 
are all those who give their time and 
enthusiasm to make all the sports 
and social clubs so successful and 
inclusive. There are so many people 
in our community to be thankful for 
– not all of them known about.
So, after the months of lockdown 
the Parish Council has decided 
to celebrate and tap into this 
community spirit by setting aside 
a special fund for the village. The 
£25,000 “Brighter Bidford” fund has 
been created as a positive way of 
demonstrating pride in our parish 
as well as encouraging visitors 
to come back to support our 
businesses when they can.   

We’re looking for ideas that 
will have real impact! 
Early suggestions have included 
improving the look of roads into 
the village with planters and the 
sowing of wild fl ower ‘bombs’.  The 

roundabout is already having a 
general tidy up and we’re working 
with Warwickshire Highways to try 
to improve the chevrons.  
Residents of Bidford, Broom, 
Barton and Marlcliff are 
encouraged to come up with 
ideas which can be sent to 
brighterbidford@gmail.com or by 
post to:

Bidford Parish Council 
c/o Post Offi ce,
Salford Road,
Bidford-on-Avon
B50 4AW

What I Love About Bidford:

It is so pretty and people are 
so kind

by Lexi, age 7
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Bidford Bridge 
repairs
Historic Bridge maintenance 
programme 2020-2023
Warwickshire County Council’s 
Engineering Design Services 
are planning an extensive stone 
restoration and maintenance project 
for Bidford-on-Avon River Bridge. 
The ancient monument and Grade 
I listed building is currently one of 
eight designated structures that 
are part of a £6.3Million countywide 
Historic Bridge Maintenance 
Programme (HBMP) intended to run 
over the next three years. Part funded 
by Warwickshire County Council 
and the Department for Transport 
through their Highways Maintenance 
Challenge Fund, this extensive 
programme will deliver vital repairs 
to stone defects on some of the most 
prestigious and historic bridges that 
support Warwickshire’s transport 
network.

Bidford-on-Avon River Bridge’s 
£1 million restoration and repair 
scheme is envisaged to require two 
phases of works:

pHase 1
Preliminary works, prior to Winter 
2020-21 (this year). This will take 
place predominantly from the south 
bank with isolated works at the 
northeast corner to two cutwaters, 
addressing vertical elevations and 
missing stonework. The navigable 
channel of the River Avon will not 
be affected during these works. It is 
envisaged works will commence in 
September.
On 23rd July 2020, a road traffic 
collision caused significant damage 
to the most southern pedestrian 
landing, parapet and cutwater. 
Arrangements are being made to 
include repairs under phase 1.

pHase 2
A major stone restoration programme 
to be scheduled for 2021-22 (next 
year). This will address stone repairs 
to the masonry arches, remote 
cutwaters and elevations at height 
within the river.

 

Historic Bridge Maintenance Programme 2020-2023 - Bidford on Avon River Bridge Repairs 

 
Warwickshire County Council’s Engineering Design Services are planning an extensive stone restoration and 
maintenance project for Bidford on Avon River Bridge. The ancient monument and Grade I listed building is 
currently one of eight designated structures that are part of a £6.3Million countywide Historic Bridge Maintenance 
Programme (HBMP) intended to run over the next three years. Part funded by Warwickshire County Council and 
the Department for Transport through their Highways Maintenance Challenge Fund, this extensive programme will 
deliver vital repairs to stone defects on some of the most prestigious and historic bridges that support 
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More information on Warwickshire’s HBMP can be found online at: 
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/challengefundbid 
 
Bidford on Avon River Bridge’s £1.0Million restoration and repair scheme is envisaged to require two phases of 
works; 
 

Phase 1) Preliminary works, prior to Winter 2020-21 (this year). This will take place predominantly from 
the south bank with isolated works at the northeast corner to two cutwaters, addressing vertical elevations and 
missing stonework. The navigable channel of the River Avon will not be affected during these works. It is 
envisaged works will commence in September. On 23rd July 2020, a road traffic collision caused significant 
damage to the most southern pedestrian landing, parapet and cutwater. Arrangements are being made to 
include repairs under phase 1. 

 
Phase 2) A major stone restoration programme to be scheduled for 2021-22 (next year). This will address 
stone repairs to the masonry arches, remote cutwaters and elevations at height within the river. 

 
A dedicated website is currently in development to ensure further information on the various phases of work can 
be shared with you, residents, local businesses and visiting members of the public. Frequently asked questions 
will be answered here. 
 
Various exercises as part of Bridge Maintenance’s planning are currently underway including structural survey and 
inspection of the bridge, modelling for assessment purposes, ecological, topographic and buried service surveys 
and consent applications to both Historic England, the Environment Agency and the Avon Navigation Trust. You 
may observe officers scanning and surveying the carriageway, stone elevations, and surrounding features including 
highways and fields. 
 
The County Council would appreciate your support during their attendance on site – considering the risks 
associated with Covid-19 please respect the attending officers’ working space whilst on site.  
 

A dedicated website is currently 
in development to ensure further 
information on the various phases 
of work can be shared with you, 
residents, local businesses and 
visiting members of the public. 
Frequently asked questions will be 
answered here.

Various exercises as part of Bridge 
Maintenance’s planning are currently 
underway including structural 
survey and inspection of the 
bridge, modelling for assessment 
purposes, ecological, topographic 
and buried service surveys and 
consent applications to both Historic 
England, the Environment Agency 
and the Avon Navigation Trust. You 
may observe officers scanning and 
surveying the carriageway, stone 
elevations, and surrounding features 
including highways and fields.

The County Council would appreciate 
your support during their attendance 
on site – considering the risks 
associated with Covid-19 please 
respect the attending officers’ 
working space whilst on site. 

More information on 
Warwickshire’s HBMP can be found 
online at:
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
challengefundbid

Warwickshire County Council, EDS, 
Bridge Maintenance, August 2020.
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covid 19
Life at all levels changed when 
lockdown was announced on 20th 
March 2020 (I think I have the date 
right, though there has been a lot of 
controversy about it but it won’t be 
far off). 
Shops closed, except those 
selling food, essentials and 
chemists; schools closed, except 
for keyworkers’ children; offices 
closed; restaurants, leisure venues 
etc closed; in fact we were, as the 
word clearly states, in LOCKDOWN 
allowed out, once a day, to exercise. 
And life at the Parish Council 
changed: I started working from 
home - luckily everything was in 
place to allow me to do this: Council 
had provided me with a lap top so 
I can always work from home and, 
for a number of years, it has been 
using a company offering “VSM 
Hosted Applications” which means I 
can access the parish council’s files, 
emails etc. securely from any of my 
devises such as the Council’s lap top 
and tablet. So change of office but 
no change in the work. 
Another major change for the 
Parish Council was holding “virtual 
meetings”.  This has to await a 
change in the law, which occurred 
in April 2020: Section 78 of the 
Coronavirus Act allowed local 
councils to hold virtual meetings 
and, following the advice of the 
National Association of Local 
Councils (NALC) I set up a Zoom 
account for the Parish Council 
that allowed us to hold our regular 
Parish Council and Planning 
Committee meetings and have them 
open to the public.  Instructions 
of how to join the meeting and the 
links are provided on the Agenda 
and quite a few residents have taken 
advantage of the fact they can join 
the meeting without having to leave 
their homes! 
And to ensure the Parish Council 
was not “remote” I started a regular 
podcast which I posted on Facebook 

and, sometimes, Instagram as 
well, giving updates and generally 
trying to keep the local community 
informed. 
The availability of Zoom has had a 
huge impact in my life as a Clerk, as 
had Microsoft Team. 
Warwickshire and West Midland 
Association of Local Councils 
(WALC), recognising that many 
clerks would feel isolated, 
overwhelmed and in need of 
advice, organised weekly Zoom 
Meetings for Clerks which gave 
us the opportunity to “see” each 
other as well as discuss problems, 
have an exchange of ideas and 
finds solutions – it proved to be a 
godsend. 
WALC also offered a number of 
e-learning modules to help cope 
with working from home and how 
to best manage it.  Training and 
briefing sessions also came via 
Zoom; no more travelling to and 
from venues throughout the county: 
as long as the internet behaved, 
these were held via Zoom – good 
for the environment and for time 
management. 
Other organisations, such as 
Warwickshire County Council,  also 
held virtual meetings such as the 
Safer Warwickshire Partnership 
Board  (SWPB) quarterly meeting 
and, during lockdown, a meeting of 
a number of stakeholders to help 
understand how COVID 19 was 
impacting the county and where 
assistance was offered. 
And, of course, the Bidford 
Community Delivery Service which 
was set up by the Parish Council in 
partnership with Warner’s Budgens 
on 20th March and ensured all 
residents were able to have food, 
essential supplies and medicine. 
It proved to be a huge success 
thanks to the many and wonderful 
volunteers who made it possible.  I 
have said it before and will continue 
to say it, I am truly in awe of these 
volunteers who turned up time after 
time to help their fellow residents 
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clerk’s
corner...

“Clerk’s Corner”

TWO FAREWELLS

We said “farewell” to two councillors this June, but in very different 

circumstances.

Cllr Frank Spiers MBE (aka as Mr Bidford) decided not to stand for re 

election in May this year, after 45 years as a Parish Councillor.  You will be 

able to read about the event held by the Parish Council to say its farewell 

in this paper.

On a sadder note, Cllr Mike Gerrard died peacefully at home, on Thursday 

4th June.

What can I say about Mike? We all have our own memories of him.  I will 

remember him as a tower of strength: always there to support me.  On 

many an occasion, if he thought I was going through a difficult period, he 

would pop in and see me, talk through the problem and give me his 

invaluable advice.

He encouraged my studies through the long 6 years, and I was delighted 

to be able to invite him to my graduation at Cheltenham Racecourse last 

November.  Sadly, he was already suffering from Alzheimers, and was 

physically getting weaker, but I hope he was able to enjoy the day.

Mike was elected Parish Councillor in May 2004, and I became Clerk to 

the Parish Council in August that year.  Having headed the Bidford 

Appraisal, which culminated in the Bidford Parish Plan B50, he was keen 

to ensure the Parish Council implemented as many of the issues raised in 

that document as possible.  As always, it was his mission to improve the 

quality of life for all within the parish of Bidford-on-Avon.  Mike was a 

person that not only “talked the talk, but also walked the walk”. There 

was nothing he would not do of it meant a betterment for Bidford on Avon 

and its local community.

His last, main campaign, was to ensure the survival of Bidford Library.  He 

attended  a number of meetings at Shire Hall, Birmingham and even went 

as far as Liverpool – nothing, and nowhere, was too hard or too far it it 

meant he could save the library.  And save it he did.

regardless of whether it was a Bank 
Holiday or not.  We all owe then a 
big debt of gratitude. By the time 
it ceased in mid-July, coinciding 
with the change over from Warners 
Budgens to the Midcounties Co-op, 
2,500 deliveries had been made! 
Finally, on 1st August 2020, I 
“celebrated” 16 year as Clerk to 
Bidford on Avon Parish Council:  1st 
August 2004 seems a long time ago 
and I’m not sure I would recognise 
the younger, inexperienced me: so 
many things have changed since 
then and are still changing, it is 
what makes the job interesting and 
challenging.

anti-social 
Behaviour (asB)
The Parish Council is aware of 
an increase in ASB in the village, 
especially since COVID 19.  
Admittedly, we experience every 
year in the summer, which is one 
of the reasons why the Parish 
Council supported the installation 
of a new CCTV camera on the Big 
Meadow: but this year appears to 
be worse and with the Police heavily 
involved with COVID 19 throughout 
the county, it has made things more 
difficult for the settlements outside 
the bigger conurbations, such as 
Stratford upon Avon.

It is important 
all incidents are 
reported otherwise 
they are deemed 
not to have 
happened! 

The Parish Council has raised 
this with the Police Crime 
Commissioner and I raised it at 
the last SWPB  meeting, where I 
represent WALC, as well. 
If you suffer or witness ASB in the 
village, please, please contact the 
Police on 101 as well as the ASB 
unit at Stratford on Avon DC 

Kully Deol at kully.deol@stratford-
dc.gov.uk
Jenny Logan at jenny.logan@
stratford-dc.gov.uk



P
rin

te
d 

by
 B

lo
om

fie
ld

 L
td

, B
id

fo
rd

-o
n-

A
vo

n.
 T

el
. 0

17
89

 4
90

52
8 

w
w

w
.b

lo
om

fie
ld

pr
in

te
rs

.c
o.

uk

Page 4

...working to include all ages 
and walks of life in our 

Community
C/O Parish Office

Bramley Way, Bidford-on-Avon.
Tel: 01789 778653

Email: info@bidfordonavon-pc.gov.uk

 Bidford community library ltd

Bramley Way, Bidford on Avon B50 4QG

It is hard to believe, but Bidford Community Library Ltd. is celebrating its 

second year on 1st April 2014!

We should like to take this opportunity to thank our many volunteers, 

without whom this community project would not be possible.

And a special thank you to Plato Catering Hire, of 2 Bidford Road, 

Broom, and Warner’s Budgens for their contributions to the library.  

Plato Catering Hire, have always been willing to assist in providing 

catering equipment for our events: and Warner’s Budgens continue to 

support the library via their Community Savings Scheme: those green 

tokens they give you for every £10 you spend, so don’t forget to ask 

for them!!

And, we shouldn’t forger to thank Bidford-on-Avon Parish Council for 

its generous grant of £5,000.

It is thanks to this local support of the that our volunteer run 

community library is still  able to offer a varied service to our local 

communities

Bidford Community Library Ltd. Bramley Way, Bidford on Avon B50 4QG 
Company Reg. No. 7950990

Bidford community 
liBrary
preparing to re-open

How to keep well, mentally 
and pHysically
struggling to cope? don’t wait for things to get too much.

dementia 
cafe
It was a pleasure to attend the first 
of two ‘afternoon tea’ events at 
salford hall last Wednesday (12th 
August) hosted by Wendy and David 
from the Dementia Cafe. The smiles 
and laughter that filled the room 
emphasised the need to get back 
to ‘normal’ where possible and the 
importance of these cafes and how 
they support those suffering with 
dementia and more so their carers 
and family! 
Debra from salford hall put on a 
wonderful spread and everything 
met all the guidelines of this 
dreaded pandemic. I was fortunate 
to sit next to Dr Debra Edwards 
from Bidford health centre who 
spoke about the pandemic, support 
and the importance of coming 
together, as well as congratulating 
Wendy & David on their efforts. 
Wendy also spoke about ‘what 
happens next’ and plans to find 
a venue where the cafe could 
gradually start to meet!
I came away from the afternoon, 
uplifted and challenged - to help 
raise further funds for the cafe 
to help them run regularly and 
support the growing number of 
dementia suffers the carers and 
families.

should anyone wish to donate 
towards this worthy cause or fill 
in a ‘i pledge to give letter’ please 
don’t hesitate to contact me suzé 
meredith, 07800 873195.

And so it is with a note of caution that 
we can announce we are planning on 
reopening, albeit it a small way, as 
from Tuesday, 6th October, and you can 
once again borrow books for free! Our 
current plans are that we will be open 
on Tuesdays from 2.00 p.m. until 4.00 
p.m. and then on Saturdays from 10.00 
until 12.00. We appreciate that this 
might be considered to be very slow 
progress but it should be noted that 
we have been following the lead of our 
professional colleagues in taking what 
they describe as ‘baby steps’. 
We are very aware that the majority 
of our volunteers are considered to 
be in the ‘vulnerable’ categories and, 
indeed, some feel unable to return to 
their duties as yet. On the other hand, 
others are desperate to return and we 
have been working on plans to ensure 
that we can reopen with a Covid-safe 
environment. You won’t be surprised 
to hear that we will be restricting the 
numbers of people in the library and 

time allowed for browsing and it’s 
therefore likely that this might mean 
we’ll be seeing some queuing. Masks 
will be mandatory, we will have a 
new screen on the desk and returned 
books will have to be ‘quarantined’ 
for 72 hours before being dealt with 
and returned to the shelves. Only one 
computer will initially be available 
for use. We will be rearranging our 
shelving so that people can have more 
space and we will temporarily be 
removing the tables and the majority of 
the seating.   
This delay will give us the opportunity 
to take advice from our colleagues 
in the bigger Warwickshire libraries 
that have slowly been reopening on 
restricted services. We’re very excited 
about resuming our duties and we hope 
that we can gradually increase our 
services as soon as humanly possible.
AND, REMEMBER, THERE WILL BE 
NO FINES ON BOOKS THAT WERE 
OVERDUE PRIOR TO RE-OPENING!

If the last six months have taught us anything it’s that 
Robert Burns had a point back in 1785 when he wrote that 
the best laid plans of mice and men often go awry

• Warwickshire Local Welfare Scheme available at 
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/localwelfarescheme

• Coronavirus – support for isolated, vulnerable residents available at 
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/coronavirusvulnerable

• A Guide to living longer, living well – connecting with people – available at 
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/livinglongerlivingwell

• Five Ways to Wellbeing – available at 
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/mental-health-wellbeing/five-ways/3


