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BIDFORD ON AVON PARISH COUNCIL 

In the County of Warwickshire 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 29th July  2019 @ 7.30 pm at the 
Parish Council Meeting Room, Bramley Way. 
 
PRESENT 
 
Chairman          Cllr. Knight, Chairman of the Council 
 

        Cllrs.           Atkins, Cullum, Deacon, Fleming, Hiscocks, Keeley,  Meredith,  
                                          and Williams                           
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Also present:                      County Cllr Brain 
                    District Cllrs. Fleming and Pemberton 
                    2 members of the public                                                
                                                                                                                                                                     

In attendance:                   Mrs E. Uggerløse, Clerk to the Parish Council  
                                              Sophie Ross  (on work experience with the Parish Council) 
 
 
1. TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES 

Apologies received and accepted from Cllr Taylor 
 

2. TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 
i. All members of the Council are respectfully reminded that in order to comply 

with the Code of Conduct adopted by the Parish Council on 18th December 
2017, if any matter arises during the meeting in which they have declared an 
Interest, which could be personal or prejudicial, they should declare so and 
leave the room. 
None declared 

ii. Written requests for Dispensations for DPI should be received by the Clerk no 
more than 24 hours prior to the meeting.  
Dispensations will be granted as appropriate. 
None required 
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3. TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 24TH 
JUNE 2019 
Cllr Deacon proposed the Minutes be accepted as being accurate 
RESOLVED that the Minutes be accepted and signed by the Chairman 
 

4. YOUTH FORUM 
None present 
 

5. PUBLIC FORUM 
i. A resident enquired as to how S106 monies were being spent.  He was 

advised to check the June Minutes for the requested information. 
ii. Could CCTV be installed on the Big Meadow.  There are plans for this under 

the SDC improvement programme 
 

6. COUNCILLOR FORUM 
i. There had been vehicle counts along Honeybourne Road and the B439: why 

not along Waterloo Road? 
ii. Concern about speeding when the nursery started in Sept. 

Cllr Brain advised there was an email from Road Safety regarding this issues 
which he would forward for circulation 

iii. A Councillor reports that Lloyds Bank were note able to give details of when 
the mobile facility would be available 
Crawford Memorial Hall were able to advise that it would be the mornings of 
Monday and Thursdays at the Crawford Memorial Hall car park. 

iv. A  Councillor who had attended an event met a member of the Salford Priors 
Girl Guides who asked her to pass on the group’s gratitude for the grant that 
will allow them to take part in their Alpine adventure this summer. 

        RESOLVED to note all point raised. 
 
7. TO RECEIVE REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

Cllr Brain apologised for his recent absence from meetings which was due to poor 
health.   

i. He was happy to advise that the Vale of Evesham Freight Quality Partnership 
WG has been restarted.  He had attended a meeting on Friday and could 
advise that the Clerk had also attended.  The  hope is that next time more of 
the freight companies will be represented and that, after a 9 year gap, the WG 
will  start working for the benefit of all. 

ii. County Council had adopted the full Climate Change Emergency and there 
will be a report to Cabinet in 6 months time. 

iii. He was aware of a bad accident on the Honeybourne Road at the junction 
with Cleeve and Welford roads – he will ensure the debris is removed. 

iv. He was pleased to announce that the following local groups had benefited 
from the Councillor Grant: 

• Bidford Colts                                              £500 
• Bidford & District History Society £1,300 
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8. TO RECEIVE REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

i. Planning – development at Shottery is starting and the link road is critically 
important: it will go from Borden Hill to the A46 by Wildmoor and it needs to 
be built before the SW relief road.  
It is important to note that the SW Relief Road needs to be supported as the 5 
year land supply, essential to the Core Strategy, is largely dependant on it. 

ii. Site Allocation Plan – consultation will start soon.  There is a 6.1 year land 
supply so it is less likely to trigger the emergency reserve sites. 

iii. Climate Change Emergency has been adopted.  SDC has signed up to achieve 
this by 2030.  It is not going to be easy and SDC will embark in district wide 
discussions. 
Does this not mean that the proposed power station at Croft Hill contravenes 
the policy? Cllr Pemberton agreed that this would appear to be the case and 
that it  had been brought up by other members of SDC 

iv. Broadband  BD link proposes to bring broadband to every dwelling and 
business in the country.  However, because they get paid according to 
success, this means they tend to support urban, more successful areas, that 
the poorer rural ones. 
 

9. RECEIVE CLERK’S REPORT  
The written report had been circulated.  
RESOLVED to note 
 

10. TO CONSIDER REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE PARISH 
COUNCIL WORKING GROUPS 

i. Amenities WG Report with Resolutions attached to these Minutes of which 
they form an integral part 

ii. Business WG – Verbal report which included the following issues that are 
being considered by the BDWG: 

• Graham Feest report on the High Street 
• Signage – agreed position of 2 x noticeboards 
• Fingerboards – update with new business and 

change colour to yellow with black lettering o make 
them more visible 

• Promote a more café society type High Street and 
look at possibilities to support this 

• Encourage the use of the 2 free car parks: Anglo 
Saxon and, especially, Ward Lane 

• Scheme to improve shop fascias by setting aside 
some funding and ask the shops to apply for grants 

• Consider seating on the broad pavement area on the 
west side of the High Street as well as the Village 
Centre on the East side. 
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• Museum/visitor centre either on the High Street or, 
as a pop shop on the Big Meadow 

• Weekend stalls, approx. 6, for Bidford Crafters 
around the War Memorial 

• Empty shops – try to find out who are the owners 
and obtain permission to vinyl wrap them to 
improve the look 

• Facilitate and promote  the creation of a Bidford 
Chamber of Commerce to help businesses work 
together 

• Business website – improve and modernise it. 
       RESOLVED  to note the verbal report 

iii. Report from the LGRC/NALC EXPO Report and Resolutions attached to 
these Minutes of which they form an integral part 

iv. Report from the 3 tier Rural Transport Event Report and Resolutions 
attached to these Minutes of which it forms an integral part 

 
Standing Orders were momentarily suspended between 8.35 and 8.37 pm 

 
11. TO CONSIDER THE REPORT FROM GRAHAM FEEST, ROAD SAFETY 

CONSULTANT – TRAFFIC ROADS IN RESPECT OF  
i. The Junction of Honeybourne Road and Cleeve Road/Welford Road 

ii. The approach to Bidford Bridge from the South 
          Council considered the recommendations and RESOLVED to accept them and  

  request WCC to consider their implementation to improve the traffic safety of both  
  these areas. 
 

12. TO CONSIDER THE PURCHASE OF PARISH COUNCIL OFFICE DESK COMPUTER 
AND LAPTOP 
Report with options had been circulated and Council RESOLVED to accept the 
option offered by EDGE IT as it is a company that specialises in local councils and is 
best placed to give council support. 
 

13. TO CONSIDER THE OPTION OF HAVING PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS TAPED 
AND BROADCAST. 
Council considered the report which had been circulated and after a short discussion 
it was proposed not to take up the option. Following a vote it was RESOLVED with 8 
votes in favour and 1 against not to take up the option. 
 

14. TO CONSIDER LETTER FROM SDC REGARDING THE CCTV CONTRIBUTION 
 This was  a 4 year Agreement from 1st July 2019 to 30th June 2023 to offer full 24 
hour surveillance cover as well as confirmation of the £796,000 approved 
investment to upgrade the CCTV system from analogue to a modern digital system. 
RESOLVED to approve the contribution that would ensure 24 hour surveillance. 
 

15. TO CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
i. 19/01478/TPO Mrs Sarah Williams, Rose Cottage, 102-104 High Street 

B50 4AF 
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G1 – cypress x 3 – remove 
RESOLVED no objection but, as per council policy, request the planting of 3 x 
replacement trees with native variety 

ii. 19/01707/LBC – Mr Mark Lickley, Lloyds Banking Group, Lloyds TSB 
Bank, High Street, B50 4NJ 
removal of external signage 
RESOLVED no objection 

iii. 19/01766/FUL – Mr P Scully, Avon Farm, Welford Road, Barton 
Proposed domestic garage (Planning Application 18/03078/FUL for a 
proposed garage and change of use of land to domestic curtilage has been 
withdrawn) 
RESOLVED to object as it is contrary  to Policy H5 - Use of Garden Land - the 
proposed garage is located in the garden, is imposing and there would appear 
to be no justification for its erection. 

iv. 19/01896/FUL – Mr and Mrs E Steele, 14 Ebsdorf Close, B50 4FQ 
Single storey rear extension 
RESOLVED by 5 votes in favour, 2 against and 2 abstentions to make a No 
representation comment. 

v. 19/01897/FUL Mr Mark Grunnell Red Oak Taverns, Land East of 22 
Tower Close, Tower Hill,  
proposed dwelling with associate works. 
RESOLVED no objection 
 

16. TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE  
i. Completed accounts for the month of June 2019 

These had been circulated  
RESOLVED they should be accepted and approved 

ii. To approve payments to be made in July 2019 
List of cheques to be raised and signed had been circulated.   

             The total amount for the payment list is £46,303.69 as per the enclosed. 
RESOLVED to approve payments and Cllrs Atkins and Deacon to sign the 
cheques 
 

The meeting closed at approx. 9.00pm 
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Item 9 - CLERKS REPORT – July  2019 
 
 

1. Broom Angling Club 
The Parish Council Office was approached by the Broom Angling Club as the 
underground footpath they use to access one of the pegs by the old River 
House to the south of the bridge, had been blocked off by developers and this 
prevented them form accessing the peg. 
Upon contacting developers, it was agreed that a site visit would be best.  At 
the meeting, developers assured me that the Deeds clearly showed the land 
belonged to them and it was, in fact, within the Deeds of one of the properties 
– opening the footpath would, in effect be allowing them into the “garden”. 
I raised the fact that the anglers had been able to access this peg via the 
footpath for a number of years so the question of a “Right of Access through 
time”.  I also requested site of the Deeds. 
The Deeds do, indeed,  show that the land belongs to the site.  However, 
developers were understanding of the situation and, after advice from their 
solicitors, it was agreed that the strip of land which forms the footpath, 
would not form part of the Deeds of the house but of the common land to be 
maintained by the Management Company.  It was further agreed that the 
fence would be moved to the other side of the peg, to allow the anglers to 
access it.  It is understood the anglers will behave in a proper manner that 
does not disturb the residents of the new development. 
Broom Angling Club have expressed satisfaction with the outcome. 
 

2. Millers Bank, Broom 
i. Following the recent floods, the Mill Pond needed clearing up. 

ii. Currently, the grass is maintained on a fortnightly basis.  However, the 
weather we have been having really requires this to be carried out, at 
least for the time being, on a weekly basis. 
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iii. The gate has been found to be rotten so it has been removed and will 
be replaced with a new one. 
Quotation, Inc. installation £2,048.01 
RESOLVED by Council to accept the quotation and approve the work 
 

3. Zip wire 
The seat part has been damaged so it has been removed and replacement has 
been received and will be installed. 
Cost £64.50 plus installation 
 

4. Work Experience Pupil 
Young, 14 year old girl is staring Work Experience on 29th  July and will be 
attending the PC Meeting.  Working hours will be 10.00 am to 3.00 pm and  
the period is to be agreed between us once she gets started. 
This is not under a scheme but simply because she wants to put something 
back into the community and is interested in the learning how Council works. 
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Item 10 i) REPORT & RESOLUTIONTIONS FROM THE AMENITIES 
WORKING GROUP 

 
Meeting took place on Wednesday 17th July 2019 @ 11.30 am in the Parish Council 
Small Meeting Room. 
 
Attendants: Cllr Hiscocks (Chairman) Deacon and Keeley 
In attendance Mrs E Uggerløse 
 
1. To consider the following Grant Applications: 

i. Bidford & District History Society 
For the installation of a Roll of Honour for Bidford on Avon servicemen 
and women at the Crawford Memorial Hall. 
Accounts supplied 
Cost: £1,911 
Grant: £1,000 
Recommendation is to award £700 subject to approval of the scheme by 
the Crawford Memorial Hall Management Committee 
RESOLVED by full Council to accept the recommendation and award a 
grant of £700 subject to the Crawford Memorial Hall Management 
Committee giving its support to the scheme. 

ii. Bidford Rubbish Friends 
They have now opened a bank account though, as a newly set up 
volunteer group, there are no accounts. 
Items required are: 
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• 33” litter pickers x 10 
• 37” litter pickers x 10 
• Handiscoop Pro 3! Poop Scoops x 3 
• Sharps Box x 10 

Cost : £460.37 
Grant : £460.37 
Recommendation: to award the full grant request of £460.37 
RESOLVED  by full Council to accept the recommendation and award a 
grant of £460.37 

 
2. To consider special grant for Mark Smith to cover the cost of the coal for the 

Annual Vintage Gathering Event, which was £500.  Due to the election purdah, 
Council was unable to consider this prior to the event. 
Recommendation That council award the grant of £500 in support of this great 
popular annual event. 
RESOLVED by full Council to award a grant of £500 to M. Smith for the excellent 
event he stages every year 
 

3. To consider how to commemorate old councillors – proposals: 
i. Bench with appropriate plaque 

ii. Tree with appropriate plaque 
iii. Other? 

        Members considered two issues: 
i. Who should be commemorated 

After great consideration it was agreed that commemoration should be 
given to Councillors who had served a minimum of 10 years and/or had 
been responsible for a scheme that had been of benefit to the local 
community. 
Recommendation 

• That Council agree to this 
• That Council agree to commemorate Cllrs. Gerrard, Langston and 

Spiers 
ii. How they should be commemorated 

After much discussion it was agreed that a brass plaque in the Parish 
Council Meeting Room was an appropriate way of remembering them. 
Recommendation that Council agree to the recommendation of 
commemorative brass plaques in the Parish Council Meeting Room 
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RESOLVED by full Council to accept the principal and the Amenities WG 
to come back with more details of how they envisage it should be done. 
 

4. To consider the valuation received for Big Meadow received at £270,000 based 
on the fixture and fittings currently in situ being removed in the event the Parish 
Council loses control of the site. 
The current 25 year lease  expires 27th November 2028 
Recommendation: that Council writes to Trustees stating it would like to 
purchase the Big Meadow and that, having had it valued, is prepared to offer 
£270,000.  This would protect the future of the Big Meadow as an important 
recreational and ecological area of the village. 
RESOLVED by full Council to accept the recommendation and to write to the 
Trustees with the offer of purchasing the Big Meadow/Monei Meadow for an 
amount of £270,000. 
 

5. To consider the Love Clean Streets App 
This was one of the companies at the recent LGRC/NALC EXPO and they gave an 
excellent presentation.   
What it offers: 

i. Bidford on Avon PC branded Love Clean Street (LCS) app when a user is 
within or reporting within Bidford on Avon area 

ii. All reports will be automatically sent to the Clerk and to the LCS admin 
panel and the Clerk will either email the link of the report or assign the 
report to another email to be dealt with or, if necessary, do both 

iii. The Council can either select the categories or choose to include all of 
them.   As there are 63 categories and some are not applicable, I suggest 
we choose the ones we believe are necessary – too many and I think it 
will put people off.  The proposed categories are enclosed separately. 

iv. Local residents will then be able to download the app and use it.  This is 
reasonably simple: they can take a photo of the issue and send it or, if 
they are doing this at a later stage, they are able to use a “pin” to give the 
area and send it. 

Cost: £69.50 per month or £764.50 per annum. 
There is a discount of 8% for the annual payment for the first year, which 
would work out as just shy of 12 months for the price of 10. 
I think this looks like a good thing to offer our residents and any visitor who 
has the app. as it makes it easy to report and I would recommend council trial 
it for a year at the discounted cost to see how it performs and what the 
uptake is. 
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Recommendation that Council takes up the annual offer of £764.50 for a 
year after which it will review how well it has worked and if its use has been 
embraced by the local community. 
RESOLVED by full Council to accept the recommendation and to take up a 
one year subscription to the App to be reviewed at the end of the year. 
 

6. To consider adopting and becoming part of the Tree Charter (check 
https://treecharter.uk/ for details)  
Also to consider the “Free Trees” offer from the Woodlands Trust (check 
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/free-trees/ for details) 
Recommendation   

i. That Council adopts and becomes part of the Tree charter 
ii. That Council takes up the “Free Trees” offer from Woodlands Trust.  The 

Amenities WG will be inspecting Dugdale Avenue as a possible suitable 
site. 

RESOLVED by full Council to accept the recommendations and become part of 
the Tree Charter as well as talking up the offer of “Free Trees” from Woodlands 
Trust if appropriate to areas identified by the amenities WG and approved by 
Council 
 

7. To consider complaint received from Mill Close resident regarding the  
placement of the bollards (posts) at Millers Bank as agreed by the PC at its June 
meeting. 
A wood post had been sited with the agreement of the resident of the adjacent 
property. However, a single post was deemed to be insufficient for the purpose 
and a second one has been installed. 
Having inspected the site, the Recommendation is that the placements of the 
posts solve the issue in question and that they are in keeping with the rural 
environment. 
RESOLVED by full Council to approve the installation of the 2 posts as fulfilling 
the requirements set by Council. 
 
 
 

 
 

https://treecharter.uk/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/free-trees/


Item 10iii) Report from the LGRC/NALC Local Council EXPO July 2019 
 
 
 

Page 1 of 5 
 

1iii       

 BIDFORD ON AVON PARISH COUNCIL 

In the County of Warwickshire 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
           

 
 

Item 10 iii) REPORT FROM THE LGRC/NALC LOCAL COUNCIL EXPO 
Chateau Impney, Droitwich, Friday 21st June 2019 

 
Attended by Cllrs. Deacon and Taylor and the Clerk 
 

1. NALC – DEVELOPING MODERN COUNCILS – presented by Cllr Baxter, NALC  
chairman and the Clerk for Harpenden Town Council 
• Cllr Sue Baxter 

• The ongoing and rapid changes that are taking place have 
increased the work of Parish and town Councils mainly due to 
devolution and austerity along with the concerns of Brexit 
uncertainty.  

• Local Councils are urged to explore their capacity to create robust 
local policies via Neighbourhood Development Plan, which is 
community led. 

• Harpenden Town Council 
• With the arrival of a new Clerk some 3 years ago, the Town Council 

resolved to become more digital and “paperless”.  Although great 
progress has been made, it became clear that “paper light” was a 
more appropriate and feasible aim. 
This takes time and patience as not all those involved embrace 
new technology and they have to be accommodated. 

• They started their NDP despite the fact their Local Planning 
Authority (LPA) did not have a Core Strategy and completed it 
within a period of 12 months.  They were able to do so by 
complying with the current planning policies of their LPA. 
They used all methods to reach their community, including a high 
proportion of modern  technology such as online surveys, social 
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media and circulating documents by using Modern Gov offered by 
a company called CIVICA, 

• Since the success of the NDP, the Council uses even more IT 
programme solutions cutting back on both paper and time. 

• The NDP has also resulted in the creation of a “Nature Garden for 
Wellbeing” 

• Outcomes: 
• We visited the CIVICA stand to obtain more information about 

Modern Gov and if it would be something for this Council to 
consider. 
We were advised that in its current form it is aimed at principal 
authorities and larger councils.  They would be developing it for 
medium and smaller councils in due course and publicise this. 

• The Clerk has contacted the Clerk at Harpenden to discuss the use 
of social media to communicate with the local community to look 
into how this is managed as it is an area that requires quick 
reactions to ensure discussions do not get out of hand. 
We are still awaiting to set a date and time to hold this 
conversation. 
 

2. WELL BEING AS A POLICY OBJECTIVE – presentation made by HAPPY CITY 
“Don’t let what you cannot do interfere with what you can do” 
“If we measure the wrong things, we strive for the wrong things” Joseph Stiglitz, 
former Chief Economist for the World bank and Nobel Laureate in Economics 
“We have an economy that grows whether or not we thrive. What we need is an 
economy that helps us thrive whether or not it grows” Kate Raworth, British 
Economics Professor, Oxford and Cambridge Universities 
 
Happy City (website www.happycity.org.uk) is a not for profit organisation set 
up to “help individuals, communities and cities to do more of what matters” 
and has created  

i. Thriving Places Index  available at www.thrivingplacesindex.org 
which shows results for England and Wales.  The figures for 
Stratford on Avon DC are available at 
www.thrivingplacesindex.org/candidates/E07000221 (good on 
physical health but shocking CO2 emissions, energy consumption 
and income equality) 
 
 
 

http://www.happycity.org.uk/
http://www.thrivingplacesindex.org/
http://www.thrivingplacesindex.org/candidates/E07000221
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ii. Happiness Pulse a tool for measuring wellbeing from us as 
individuals and as a community available at 
www.happinesspulse.org 

 
 

iii. Happy City – 5 Ways of Well Being 
o Connect 

▪ People need people 
▪ Friends, family, neighbours, strangers 
▪ Connecting with other people is the key to your 

happiness 
o Learn 

▪ Try something new, talk to a stranger, take a 
different route 

▪ Learning broadens your mind and enriches your life 
o Be active 

▪ Step outside 
▪ Cycle 
▪ Play a game 
▪ Garden 
▪ Dance 
▪ Exercising makes you feel good inside and out 

o Notice 
▪ Look around, what can you appreciate? 
▪ Notice the good stuff, even tiny things 
▪ Take a breath, enjoy the moment 

o Give 
▪ ….a hand 
▪ ….your time 
▪ ….a call to a friend 
▪ ….smile 
▪ Giving is good for us and it spreads happiness too 

 
 

http://www.happinesspulse.org/
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iv. Examples: 
o Jacinda Arden, the New Zealand PM has brought out a 

budget where every NZ$ spent has to be justified by its 
effect on “the wellbeing of current and future generations” 

o Planning – this is an important aspect of wellbeing. Bristol 
Arena was put in the centre of the city, thus revitalising the 
city centre, instead of taking the simpler path of building it 
in the outskirts 

o “My community choir practice each week always brings a 
smile to my face! Its so good to be with people of all ages” – 
Connect 

o “I enjoy cooking but never bother just for myself, so I’ve 
formed a Cookery Club with some friends” Learn 

o “~every Sunday we check a different park and in the process 
I’ve learned some local history” Be Active 

o “Last weekend we took the kids to a backyard 
safari…discovered a huge number of species literally on our 
doorstep” Notice 

o “I’ve been helping at the local school’s growing project.  It’s 
been great to pass on all the gardening tips….and see the kids 
excitement at growing their first carrots” Give 

v. Outcomes 
o Something for the Youth and Community WG to consider 

and set up some proposals that incorporate some or all of  
the above 

o Council could also consider adopting some policies that will 
help improve the wellbeing of its local community 

 
 

3. THE 7 STEPS TO SUCCESS – presentation by PROLUDIC (a play equipment 
supplier) 
Proludic offer professional expertise to establish partnerships for exciting and 
innovative play projects.   

• Identifying the evidence for the project 
• Getting opinions and input using surveys and social media 
• Bigger projects will require a number of phases and each phase ought to 

be managed so each phase is publicised and promoted.  It also helps 
manage ongoing costs 

• What will draw people in? 
• Themed areas related to the location eg. Using inspiration from the 

riverside location of the parish 
• Funding opportunities from 
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o Big  Lottery 
o Landfill community fund 
o Veolia Environmental Trust 
o Businesses 

• Outcome 
Something for the Amenities WG to consider for future projects 
 

4. CLOUDY IT Council Modernisation Programme 
• Application for document sharing 
• Automatic transcription of meetings 
• Microsoft 365 and Microsoft Planner for shared tasks and projects 
• Shared calendars 

 
• Outcome 

Not really relevant for smaller councils.  We can create simple shared 
calendars etc. in Gmail without this kind of expense. 
 

5. LOVE CLEAN STREETS – APP 
Environmental streetscene  
This is the UK’s leading environmental reporting app. Which can be customised 
for the Parish Council. It is a simple single app for use throughout the UK.  The 
app is free to download and there is a 1 month free trial for NALC members (we 
qualify as WALC members).  Thereafter there is a cost involved – min. of £50 
per month.  The Parish Council will be able to choose the categories it would 
like to make available for reporting, such as litter, dog fouling, graffiti, pot holes 
etc.  The issue being reported will then be sent automatically to the appropriate 
party.  The local community will, in effect, be our eyes and feel empowered. 
Although there are other available apps and websites, such as Fix my Street 
(www.fixmystreet.com) they don’t appear to be as user friendly and are not 
locally branded. 
• Outcome 

Considered by the Amenities WG and included in its report. 
 
RESOLVED  to note the report. 

i. the Youth & Community WG to look into the possible implementation 
of Health and Wellbeing aspects 

ii.  the Amenities WG to consider  the 7 Steps to Success when looking at 
improving play areas. 
 
  

 
 

http://www.fixmystreet.com/
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Item 10 iv) REPORT FROM THE 3 TIER RURAL TRANSPORT EVENT 
Stratford Race Course, 11th July 2019 

 
Attended by Cllrs. Cullum, Fleming and Taylor 
 
The event held by SOA District was to share information regarding transport 
matters around the district. 
We were advised that the presentation would be shared with us all post event 
therefore notes not required. 
 
1. BUILDING GOOD RELATIONSHIPS 

The first presentation was from John Crossling, County Officer who spoke about 
bringing the local councils together and sharing information.  He spoke of a 
“Parish Champion” (of which some of us were not aware existed) and this is 
Sarah Whalley-Hoggins who can  be contacted thus: sarah.whalley-
hoggins@stratford-dc.gov.uk & 07971 342948 
Recommendation to note and make use of this information when required 
 

2. EXAMPLE OF GOOD PRACTICE 
The second presentation was the one (we found) most useful.  Linda Larter from 
Sevenoaks Town Council, presented an accomplished report on how their “no. 8” 
bus route service was born. 
They had a need to fill the gaps that the public transport could not provide 
around their town.  They wanted to include those areas that had no transport to 
the town centre, both affluent and low income parts of ‘town’.  To encourage 
residents to leave their vehicles at home and use the no. 8 bus service.  It is an 
asset for the ageing population and has the advantage of reducing loneliness for 
people unable to drive. 

mailto:sarah.whalley-hoggins@stratford-dc.gov.uk
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Defined as no. 8, due to the route, which forms a figure of 8 to encapture all 
outskirts not supplied by the current public service.   The service runs hourly as 
they currently only have one vehicle.  The service has been very successful.  The 
plans are to move to an electric bus and have another, to increase frequency to 
half-hourly. 
To encourage its use the bus has Wi-Fi and phone charging points on board and 
free passes are given to any youngsters who join the Youth Club.  The bus costs 
£35,000 a year to run and this is subsidised by Section 106 funds and grants 
from the County. Other ways to fund it include local business (e.g. if a 
supermarket stop is added to the run). The bus is also used for school runs to 
reduce the cost.    
The bus is bright lime green – deliberately distinguishing it from commercial 
buses.  Their target was to get 100 people a day using it – they now have 
125/day.  
Recommendation This is something the Youth & Community WG (?)can look 
into as a means to capture Barton, Marlcliff, Broom and the Health Centre) 
 

3. OUR COUNCIL’S ROLE IN RURAL TRANSPORT 
Warwickshire County Council – Transport Operations advised on the types of 
travel they support:  

1. Home/School transport 
2. Concession travel scheme 
3. Various other travel services throughout the county 

 
Most buses are commercial and not WCC led. 
WCC top’s up in rural areas where commercial buses do not go 
UBUS - £100k p.a. - funded to provide transport in remote areas (not hospital 
appts) 
VASA - £9.5k p.a. - to provide transport homes-to-hospital (volunteer’s own 
transport) 
Transport  hours are limited at the moment, but propose to extend the service 
hours from 7:00 – 19:00, 7 days a week. 
Plan: WCC to raise awareness with PC’s – for publicity to use UBUS more often. 
To also consider concessions/bus pass usage on these services. 
Recommendation to note and work with WCC and SDC 
 

4. COMMUNITY & VOLUNTARY SECTOR 
Further presentations from individuals that also provide urban transport came 
from, Back & 4th, Harbury e-wheels, Southam VASA, Shipston Line Ltd.  
Many of these are volunteer led and there is always a struggle to attract 
volunteers, especially as the age-shift changes. 
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Southam Town Council runs a VASA scheme.  They used to operate with travel 
tokens but these got lost etc.  so now anyone with a bus pass can receive the 
service free, funded by the precept with refunds from WCC.  It costs £4,000 a 
year to run the service - with an office open to receive calls between 10 and 
12am.  Volunteer drivers use their own cars and are reimbursed with 45p a mile 
to cover costs.  
 
Harbury E-wheels is free social transport to anywhere within 15 miles of the 
village and uses electric cars.  Volunteer drivers don’t use their own cars.  It’s a 
registered charity and costs £10,000 a year to run, with 14 volunteer drivers and 
6 volunteer co-ordinators.  Funds are made up of £4,000 from donations, £2,000 
from events and the rest from grant funding.  The local doctors’ surgery now has 
special appointment times for patients using E-wheels so that the volunteer 
drivers are not waiting around for long periods.   
     
All community & voluntary travel charges a fee for the service, however, 
Harbury E-Wheels was the only voluntary group that had free travel for its users. 
Recommendation Youth & Community WG (?) to look at ways Council could get 
involved  
 

5. DISCUSSIONS: 
Almost all the discussion groups said co-ordination and funding were the key 
issues to be resolved, as well as making it easy for people to access information.  
To help enable users, a transport App needs to be developed for the whole of the 
county so that everyone could go to one place to find out what transport was 
available in their location, (not forgetting other means of communication for 
those not online). 
Recommendation to note 
 

6. FOLLOW UP 
The next meeting for volunteers who attended this meeting, aims to take place 
on September 5th at about 4pm 
Recommendation to note 

 
RESOLVED by full Council to note the report and the Youth & Community WG to 
look at the potential of a local bus service 
 
 
 
  

 



Date: 17/07/2019 Bidford on Avon Parish Council Page: 1
Time: 14:11:35 Period Trial Balance

To Period: Month 3, June 2019

N/C Name Debit Credit
0100 Debtors Control 1,513.12
0201 Current Bank A/c 6,191.71
0204 CCLA PSDF 764,857.19
0310 General Reserves 161,832.17
0315 EMR Rolling Projects Fund 321,558.70
0326 EMR Allotments 2,023.00
0329 EMR CPCPP -Cycle Paths 3,000.00
0501 Creditors Control 40,272.11
0502 VAT Liability 8,647.38
0512 Accrued Grants 3,000.00
0515 PAYE Control 2,104.84
0517 Pension Contribution 859.06
1000 Carparking Fees 7,787.50
1001 Lease,Rent,Hire pitches/land 150.00
1002 Fishing Rights 1,111.00
1010 Allotment Rents 1,033.55
1012 Concessions 2,516.67
1120 Room hire and letting Fees 150.00
1121 Sundry Receipts 150.00
1130 Burials 1,815.00
1131 Memorials 633.33
1176 Precept 319,150.96
1195 CCLA PSDF Interest received 1,113.33
4001 Salary & Wages 11,346.09
4006 Rent for Room 600.00
4008 Training Costs 655.00
4009 Travelling 218.71
4010 Janitorial 1,409.93
4011 Business Rates 949.43
4012 Water Rates 14.09
4017 Waste Disposal 856.26
4018 Electricity Streetlights 1,102.06
4020 Sundry Expenses 55.54
4021 Telephone 212.74
4022 Postage & Carriage 31.09
4023 Office Stationery 84.45
4024 Subscriptions 1,430.00
4025 Insurance 2,922.95
4026 Broadband and Internet 57.51
4027 Equipment Rental 101.21
4028 Accounts Support 1,005.00
4029 IT & Computer Support 228.85
4032 Publicity & Special Events 57.54
4037 Newsletter 77.00
4039 General Maintenance 2,708.38
4042 Equipment Maintenance 264.59
4043 Tree Maintenance 1,565.00
4044 Tools & Equipment Purchases 77.97
4045 Lengthman 283.00
4046 Grass Cutting 10,266.00
4047 Play Area Maintenance 2,421.14
4048 Footpath & Verge Mtce 3,448.00


