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The ONS has underlined the 
importance of the census 
in 2021 saying that it “gives 

us information about households 
across England and Wales... we’ve 
used past census information to 
help us understand how the COVID 
19 pandemic has affected people 
in different ways. Census 2021 will 
give us fresh information to improve 
our understanding of the pandemic.  
It will also help to make sure that 
the services you use to meet the 
needs of our changing society. This 
could include hospitals, schools, 
universities and job centres.”
However, there will be a difference 
this time as Census 2021 is a digital-
fi rst census which means people will 
be encouraged to respond online if 
they can, through any device including 
mobile phone or tablet. Need help? No 
problem: the ONS will have an online 
help area on their website and is 
also offering help by phone, webchat, 
email, social media and text message.  
Still worried? The ONS is encouraging 
you to seek help from family and 
friends to complete the census and. 
if it is safe and within government 
guidelines at the time, they will be 
opening Census Support Centres 
to help people fi ll in their online 

questionnaire. In Bidford, this will be at 
Bidford Community Library at Bramley 
Way.

so, what is a Census and 
why is it important?
The information supplied in the 
census every ten years helps to shape 
decisions that improve lives:
• Planning and Development
• Public Health and Social Care
• Housing
• Education
• Transport
• Emergency services
• Libraries
• Waste collection and Disposals
It has been a legal requirement to 
complete a Census Questionnaire 
since 1920.  All the information is kept 
anonymously for a period of 100 years 
and does not include any personal 
information.

All households in England and Wales 
will receive a postcard around mid-
February advising them of the coming 
Census and this will be followed by 
another communication giving you 
your unique “code” which you will 
need to use when completing the 
questionnaire. please keep this safe 
as it is unique to you.
Due to the ongoing COVID 19 situation, 
some things may have to change 
though the original intention of having 
a “Digital Census” would appear to 
have been inspired.
The Parish Council has set up a 
temporary site within its website to 
keep all its residents advised and 
informed and you can fi nd this at 
https://bidfordonavon-pc.gov.uk/
census-2021/ 
Information is also available at
www.census.gov.uk

And, don’t forget, if you have any 
questions or are concerned about 
anything, you can always contact the 
Clerk (Elisabeth) on 07718 628925 or 
via email at info@bidfordonavon-pc.
gov.uk, she has attended and chaired 
2 meetings where a presentation 
was made  by the local  Census Field 
Offi cer who also answered a number of 
questions.

Census 2021
the most detailed survey is Coming on 
sunday 21st marCh 2021
This survey, which has taken place every 10 years since 
1801, is managed and organised by the Offi ce of National 
Statistics(ONS) and it has confi rmed that this year’s Census 
is taking place, as planned, on sunday 21st march despite 
the current situation due to COVID 19. The only time the 
Census did not take place was in 1941.

don’t forget - Census 21 is on 
sunday 21st marCh 2021
it will be online – if you have diffi culties with this, you can contact the ons or ask a 
member of your family or a friend to help you complete it. it is a legal obligations 
(since 1920) to take part
you can always contact the Clerk (elisabeth) on 07718 828925 or email info@
bidfordonavon-pc.gov.uk



The Knit and Natter Group last met 
on March 11th, 2020, in the library, 
nearly 10 months ago. Despite 

the group being unable to meet due 
to Coronavirus restrictions, the whole 
group of 25 ladies has kept in touch 
regularly with weekly email newsletters 
between  the group, phone calls 
for those without email, friendship 
“bubbles” and doorstep visits (before 
this current lock down!) . The news 
exchanged has been informative, often 
humorous but always inspiring ~ life has 
gone on in the community despite the 
virus. We have “chatted” about Sydney 

the parrot in Harvington, hedgehogs and 
birds  in gardens, newly learned crystal 
art, new grandchildren being born and 
the development of the older ones, 
the sad news of friends passing away, 
Grandchildren leaving for university 
and college, that long-awaited haircut 
after the first lockdown, meals we have 
cooked, safe shops we have visited, 
gardening tips, England Test cricket 
matches (some of us!), holidays we have 
cancelled or been able to take, those 
very hot summer days and nights and, 
most recently, the snow ~ an endless 
list!
Whilst under lockdown, the group 
finally completed the “Teddies for 
Trauma” project, managed by Fiona 
Buxton. The group completed 100 
Teddies which were  handed over to 
front line police officers to comfort  
distressed children involved in serious 
incidents. These Teddies are stored 
in patrol cars and handed out  by 
officers. The first batch of Teddies 
went to Swindon where they were 
urgently needed. The second batch the 
group is currently completing will go 
to Birmingham. To the amusement of 
village children, many  of these Teddies 
were displayed in windows during the 

first lockdown, completing handstands 
etc before they set off on their journey!
Continuing their charity work at home 
while still unable to meet the Knit 
and Natter group completed items for 
Stratford Foodbank Christmas parcels. 
This Foodbank serves the whole of 
our area. As so many families  said 
how lovely it was to receive a hand 
knitted item with their Christmas 
parcel, the group was once again asked 
to help. The group is currently working 
on several more charity projects for 
local premature baby units ~ the 
octopus project, baby blankets and 
hats.
We look forward to later in 2021, when 
restrictions are finally lifted, and we are 
able to return to our base at  Bidford 
Community Library. Until then, regards 
from the group to everyone in our 
community and stay safe!

Page 2

Bidford dementia 
Cafe (BdC) 2020

Bidford Community liBrary 
knit and natter group

Our last meeting was 11th 
March 2020 and we are still 
closed.  The BDC committee 

were worried about how our 
members would manage with all the 
difficulties that dementia care brings.  
We decided that a telephone support 
mechanism needed to be in place.  As 
a result our volunteers make regular 
telephone calls to all our members 
to check on them, see if they require 
anything and also engage them in 
the general conversations they have 
grown used to at the Cafe. This has 
worked really well and has continued 
throughout lockdown.
In order to substitute the food and 
drinks they received at the Cafe the 
BDC Committee decided to send 

some goodie parcels to the members.  
We placed orders with Budgens, and 
volunteers arranged by the Parish 
Council willingly made the deliveries.  
Two parcels were delivered one at the 
end of April and the second in July.  
A real community spirit and support 
to help those in need.  Everyone was 
delighted.
In August the lockdown situation 
eased and we were able to arrange 
an afternoon tea, with all social 
distancing measures being observed 
at Salford Hall Hotel in their marquee.  
As numbers were restricted two dates 
were identified and everyone who 
wished to attend came along.  This 
enabled us to create the atmosphere 
they had missed from the Cafe. Being 

able to meet up and chat with friends 
as they were used to at the Cafe gave 
everyone a huge boost.
At the beginning of November we 
decided to send out a ‘cheese & wine’ 
parcel which was well received and 
we followed this in mid December 
with a special festive parcel of 
Christmas treats. On both of these 
occasions the BDC Committee 
delivered the parcels.
As a festive treat for our valuable 
volunteers we purchased a large 
supply of Poinsettia plants and once 
again these were distributed by the 
BDC committee.
All of what we have provided during 
2020 came out of the Dementia Cafe 
Funds.  We were fortunate to receive 
many donations including a grant 
from Warwickshire County Council 
to support COVID 19.  We would like 
to say a huge thank you to everyone 
who has supported the BDC over this 
difficult period.



Covid 19
Who would have thought that I would 
still be writing about COVID 19 and 
working from home at the end of 
January 2021. Looking back at 2020 it 
has been as dystopian a year as it can be 
outside Hollywood films. And I wonder 
how we will all feel once we are allowed 
back to normality: will we ever really 
be the same? How far has this year of 
imposed isolation impacted on us – only 
time will tell. 
Now that we are in lockdown again, 
my thanks and admiration go, once 
more, to those wonderful volunteers 
who responded to the Council’s call 
for help to carry out deliveries to our 
more vulnerable residents.  There is 
no doubt that supermarkets etc. have 
responded better this time round and, 
of course, our local Co-op is now well 
established (it was in transition when 
all of this started) so things are running 
more smoothly but without our stalwart 
volunteers, our local community would 
be bereft. 
And we mustn’t forget those hidden 
volunteers – those that regularly 
check up on elderly and/or vulnerable 
friends and neighbours ensuring they 
are safe and well and well provided 
for; those that make phone calls to the 
lonely to alleviate their isolation; those 
keyworkers that carry on to make our 
lives better, such as doctors, nurses, 
teachers, staff at the chemists and 
supermarkets, delivery drivers and 
many, many more that allow us to stay 
home and stay safe.

Parish Council work continues: Planning 
Committee and Parish Council meetings 
continue to take place virtually, via 
Zoom, and residents are invited to 
attend should they so wish.  Councillors 
also hold weekly “catch up” meetings 
to ensure they are all well and have a 
friendly chat. 
Council has also set up a Community 
Wellbeing site on its website https://
bidfordonavon-pc.gov.uk/community-
wellbeing/ where you can find 
information about the many aspects 
of COVID 19 and how you can find 
help.  Sue Meredith and Eli Uggerloese 
have also undergone a course and 
are now both Warwickshire County 
Council certified COVID 19 Community 
Champions whom you can contact 
should you need help or guidance.
We don’t know how long this current 
lockdown will last.  It appears that 
lockdowns do work and stop the virus 
from spreading and with vaccination 
already well underway it could be that it 
will last until the majority is vaccinated.  
That is a decision for the government 
and its scientific advisers to make but, 
whatever they decide please follow 
guidance and for the time being stay 
home, stay safe and protect the NHS.

annual parish 
assemBly
This event usually takes place in 
Bidford-on-Avon in April and, over the 
last 3 years, has been used as an event 
at the Crawford Memorial Hall for all 
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Clerk’s
Corner...

“Clerk’s Corner”

TWO FAREWELLS

We said “farewell” to two councillors this June, but in very different 

circumstances.

Cllr Frank Spiers MBE (aka as Mr Bidford) decided not to stand for re 

election in May this year, after 45 years as a Parish Councillor.  You will be 

able to read about the event held by the Parish Council to say its farewell 

in this paper.

On a sadder note, Cllr Mike Gerrard died peacefully at home, on Thursday 

4th June.

What can I say about Mike? We all have our own memories of him.  I will 

remember him as a tower of strength: always there to support me.  On 

many an occasion, if he thought I was going through a difficult period, he 

would pop in and see me, talk through the problem and give me his 

invaluable advice.

He encouraged my studies through the long 6 years, and I was delighted 

to be able to invite him to my graduation at Cheltenham Racecourse last 

November.  Sadly, he was already suffering from Alzheimers, and was 

physically getting weaker, but I hope he was able to enjoy the day.

Mike was elected Parish Councillor in May 2004, and I became Clerk to 

the Parish Council in August that year.  Having headed the Bidford 

Appraisal, which culminated in the Bidford Parish Plan B50, he was keen 

to ensure the Parish Council implemented as many of the issues raised in 

that document as possible.  As always, it was his mission to improve the 

quality of life for all within the parish of Bidford-on-Avon.  Mike was a 

person that not only “talked the talk, but also walked the walk”. There 

was nothing he would not do of it meant a betterment for Bidford on Avon 

and its local community.

His last, main campaign, was to ensure the survival of Bidford Library.  He 

attended  a number of meetings at Shire Hall, Birmingham and even went 

as far as Liverpool – nothing, and nowhere, was too hard or too far it it 

meant he could save the library.  And save it he did.

local community and sports groups 
to introduce themselves to the local 
community, explain what they do and 
invite any interested residents to join. 
For obvious reasons, this event was not 
possible in 2020. However, the Parish 
Council has agreed to hold a “Virtual 
Annual Parish Assembly” on Monday 
1st March at 7.00 pm and Cllr Fleming, 
Chairman of the Parish Council invites 
you to attend and take this opportunity 
to raise any burning issues you may 
have.

Link to the meeting is https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/87030756305?pwd=rjBar3
r0Zg9enlvssdBlndhhcue0Zz09 
 
Meeting ID 870 3075 6305

The Chairman looks forward to 
welcoming you. 

dog fouling 
once again a call for all dog owner or 
dog walkers to pick up – it is  criminal 
offence not to do so. 
With lockdown, kit would appear that 
more people have dogs and more people 
are walking them regularly as part of 
their daily exercise routine.  All very 
commendable and the vast majority of 
dog owners and walkers do abide by the 
law and pick up after them. Regrettably 
a significant minority do not. Unlike 
horse poo, dog poo is dangerous and 
can result in illness – this is apart from 
the unpleasantness of stepping on it. So 
could I please, please ask you to pick 
up after your dog, bag it and deposit the 
bag in one of the many dog bins around 
the public open spaces and the village. 
This is particularly important around 
the play areas, where small children 
can easily pick up the mess. 

Better known to most of you as; 
“The Jolly Teapot”, our weekly 
social activity of tea and cake, 
guest speakers, the monthly 200 
club draw and so on, sadly put on 
hold since March last year.
One of the best things about the 
Jolly Teapot, is the social side, 
so this has been a hard hit area 
for many of us that would look 
forward to a cuppa, a slice of cake 
and a good old natter once a week.
So, what have we all been up to?  

Our Chair, the lovely Christine, has 
ensured that she has telephoned 
all those who have had a birthday, 
to wish them ‘Many Happy 
Returns’ and then having the 
chance for a chat and an update, 
as well as seeing how folk have 
been doing and coping.  
Those of us who are able to get 
out for walks around the village, 
have occasionally seen other 
“J-Teapotters” on their travels and 
how delightful when an exchange 

of news can be shared, keeping us 
up to date with how people have 
been faring during the last year.  
What is apparent from every 
“T-Potter” that we talk to is that, 
we have ALL missed it.  So roll 
on the day when we can all get 
back to our regular Jolly Teapot 
Thursday morning routine again. 
Newcomers are always welcome 
and we look forward to greeting 
you when we return.

Bidford Community group
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We had little time to dwell on the 
potential threat that reopening 
school might present to us, 

as we planned intensively for class 
‘bubbles’, hand washing stations, social 
distancing throughout the school and 
a comprehensive risk assessment of 
this new disease. Office staff searched 
the internet for bollards, traffic cones 
and barriers to separate out play 
areas and contacted suppliers for the 
elusive alcohol gel and PPE, that has 
now become an ever present part of 
our daily life. Unfamiliar technology, 
suddenly became an everyday part of 
school life, as distanced meetings on 
the playground were reorganised onto 
TEAMS, all parent communications 
were moved onto email, pupil work was 
put online with Purple Mash and more 
recently Google Classroom set up to 
teach lessons online.  A daily whirl of 
government guidance kept me busy as 
we constantly reviewed our procedures, 
tweaking and changing them to ensure 
they were both safe and workable. It 
was strange that during this busy time, 
a walk around our forest school in the 
sunshine and quiet, whilst listening 
to the birds singing was idyllic and a 
reminder that while the human world 
was in crisis, nature carried on at its 

own pace, oblivious to the challenging 
times we were all experiencing.
On reflection, it is remarkable how 
the education sector has responded 
to these rapid and often last minute 
changes and I cannot praise my 
staff highly enough for the resilience 
and fortitude they have shown 
throughout this year. Similarly, the 
cooperation between local schools 
and the local authority has been 
outstanding, providing mutual support 
and reassurance to each other, at 
those difficult times when we were 
all unsure or confused about what 
to do. Most of all praise is due to our 
parents and carers who, despite all 
the hardships, have remained upbeat 
and engaged in maintaining their 
children’s learning (our attendance 
rates across the Autumn term and 
with remote learning are well above 
average); to all the children who 
have continued to skip into school 
with enthusiasm and to the wider 
community who have continued to 
provide practical support and words 
of encouragement. As examples, 
Stratford Foodbank provided weekly 
fresh fruit and vegetable parcels, 
as well as Christmas hampers; the 
Co-Op provided bread, Christmas 

confectionery, Christingle oranges 
and fruit for our pupils ; local people 
donated Christmas present parcels for 
families in need. Wider support has 
come from local resilience groups, 
including the Salvation Army, local 
churches and Morrisons, to name but 
a few.
A big thank you to all of you who 
have supported us in these efforts. 
It reinforces for me the sentiment 
behind the African proverb ‘It takes a 
village to raise a child’.
As we enter our second lockdown, the 
promise of vaccines and lateral flow 
tests for staff provides a distant light 
at the end of the tunnel – it would 
be great to see the corridors full of 
children and to hear their excited 
voices out on the playground or on 
the field. Although each day brings 
its challenges, it also brings its small 
delights – a smile from an enthusiastic 
child at the door or the excited voices 
and faces of children on staff laptops, 
as they take part in remote learning. 
Each day also provides a moment to 
appreciate all the small things that we 
usually take for granted, but are now 
difficult to achieve and to value each 
day as it comes.
“This is the day that the Lord has 
made; let us rejoice and be glad in it’ 
Psalm 118:24.

Best wishes from all of us at Bidford 
on Avon C. of E. Primary School

Carry on teaChing

allotments report
demand for allotment plots in Bidford have surged over the 
last 12 months, we spoke to a plot holder to find out their 
views.
“There are all sorts of benefits which having an allotment 
brought during the lockdown,” said Jane, who lives on Victoria 
Road and has had her allotment for 18 months.
“It gives you an outlet. You can go down there and dig, plant, 
do whatever you want to do. You do what you plan to do and 
what you know needs doing, often because of the month of 
the year. This helped keep a sense of normality for people. It 
made it easier to deal with lockdown, because you knew you 
could go down to the allotment and plant or clear an area or 
prepare it for next month, even when you couldn’t go out and 
do other things.
Figures released earlier this month by the National Allotment 
Society show applications for council-run allotments in 
England have soared over the last five months.
According to NAS, 40 per cent of councils in England that 
responded to a survey reported an increase in applications to 

join waiting lists during April. It also reported a 45 per cent 
increase in requests for information through its website.
Applications in the village have outshone the national average 
with an increase of around 150%, so our waiting list is 
currently at the longest it’s been since records began!

It is hard to believe that it was nearly a year ago that we were 
celebrating an excellent Ofsted report, only weeks later to be forced 
into closing the school due to the COVID pandemic. I still remember 
vividly the day after the closure, driving into work on empty roads as 
the lockdown began and the anxiety on all the staff’s faces as we met 
in a big circle on the playground, to discuss how we would reopen to 
key worker children and organise our online remote learning for those 
children at home. 

ALLOTMENTS REPORT

Demand for allotment plots in Bidford have surged over the last 12 months, we spoke to a plot holder to find out their views.

“There are all sorts of benefits which having an allotment brought during the lockdown,” said Jane, who lives on Victoria Road 

and has had her allotment for 18 months.

“It gives you an outlet. You can go down there and dig, plant, do whatever you want to do.

“You do what you plan to do and what you know needs doing, often because of the month of the year.
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down to the allotment and plant or clear an area or prepare it for next month, even when you couldn’t go out and do other  
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have soared over the last five months.

According to NAS, 40 per cent of councils in England that responded to a survey reported an increase in applications to join  
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at the longest it’s been since records began!

allotment waiting times



from the 
parish CounCil
www.bidfordonavon-pc.gov.uk

Page 5

st John 
amBulanCe
St John Ambulance 
volunteers, old and young, 
have been working hard 
throughout the pandemic to 
support the NHS and local 
communities, St John All 
Services Unit in Bidford has 
played its part in this effort.

One of our members who has 
progressed through the ranks of the 
Badgers and Cadets qualified as a 
First Aider last year and has been 
volunteering in the A&E department at 
George Eliot hospital, she has helped 
with patient care, ward transfers and 
general nursing duties.

One of our members has completed 
a care course and has put his name 
down to be a volunteer Vaccinator.

Another member has completed many 
shifts, around the country, supporting 
the Ambulance Services in their Covid 
response, attending 999 calls and 
ITU transfers of the most severely ill 
patients.

Other members have supported 
this effort with care calls and 
administration duties to keep 
everything running smoothly.

The Cadets have continued to meet 
under trying circumstances and 
have merged with the Cadet Unit at 
Stratford to continue their learning 
and understanding.

St John Ambulance nationally have 
been tasked with recruiting and 
training 30,000 vaccinators as well 
as pre-injection volunteers and post-
injection support staff, if you would 
like to know more then go to https://
vaccinationvolunteers.sja.org.uk/
roles/volunteer-vaccinator.html 

St John Ambulance members have 
given over 10,000 hours nationally 
in the last month, one member in 
Warwickshire has volunteered over 
800 hours of ambulance shift time last 
year.

Remember to keep well and 
stay safe!

have your say
We’re holding our Annual Parish 
Assembly on march 1st at 7pm on Zoom 
– look out for the link and more details on 
our website.  It’s a great chance to ask us 
questions and let us have your views and 
ideas.   

new roles
Following the Parish Council’s Annual 
Meeting on 5th November 2020 these are 
the new roles for councillors:  
Chairman:  Cllr Bill Fleming  
vice Chair & Chair of planning:  Penny 
Taylor
Community working group: Tereza (Tery) 
Cullum, Suzanne (Suze) Meredith (Chair), 
Penny Taylor
facilities working group:  Angie Deacon, 
Fred Hiscocks (Chair), Joy Keeley, Harry 
Knight, Rob Williams
allotments & Burials:  Cllr Joy Keeley, 
Cllr Angie Deacon
Contact details: https://bidfordonavon-
pc.gov.uk/parish-council/#councillors  

Clerk: Elizabeth Uggerloese

vaCanCy 
We’re sorry to see Councillor Michael 
Atkins leave the Parish Council after over 
10 years of great service to the community.  
We will miss him, and we wish him well.   
This means there’s now a vacancy on the 
Council.  If you’re interested in working for 
the community and have some ideas to 
bring, please contact the Clerk.

what are we 
working on?  

reCent grants
We’re giving Bidford Primary School 
£13,000 towards new play equipment, 
and £13,500 is going to the Fire Station 
for a new kitchen (which the Fire Station 
will be able to make available for certain 
community groups to use). 

BenChes and shelters
With the expansion of Bidford we’re 
placing 6 more benches around the village 
so that people have somewhere to rest 
when they’re going about the village for 
shopping, exercise etc.  And we’re adding 
two new bus shelters too.  More details to 
follow.  

a Community huB? 
Ever wondered what happened to 

the report we commissioned from 
Warwickshire CAVA into the needs of 
young people in the village?  The outcome 
of that work was a long list of preferences 
from the 98 residents who responded to 
the survey - but no specific path to follow.  
So, after a lot of thought, the PC has 
advertised for a freelance Project Manager 
to help develop a plan to provide a new 
facility for all residents, including young 
people and sports and social groups.  This 
will be all the more important for our 
recovery after the pandemic.  
One of the Project Manager’s first 
tasks will be to help us work out what 
would benefit the community most – a 
combination of what people would like and 
what would best support the groups that 
need it most.  It could involve some sort of 
building on one of our open spaces – but 
everything is open to discussion, and for 
that we will need a steering group.  So, 
when the time comes, we’ll be looking for 
volunteers with the energy to get involved!  

planning
Supported by Stratford District Council 
we’re working to protect the old Geodis 
site at the junction of Waterloo and 
Wellington Roads.  We believe the land 
should be use for the infrastructure 
needed to support the growing village 
– such as shops and small business 
units.  These would provide much needed 
additional local facilities for residents, 
helping local employment and reducing 
car journeys - good for the community and 
good for the planet.  

Brighter Bidford
We’ve had some lovely ideas from Bidford 
residents and are working on them.  We’ll 
be planting hundreds of daffodil bulbs on 
the verges this autumn ready for a show 
of colour next spring (we were just too late 
to be able to do that last autumn).  We’re 
talking to Warwickshire County Council 
about neater chevrons on the roundabout 
and we’re looking into the possibility of 
printed banners on the B439 to show what 
Bidford has to offer.   We’re also looking 
at a permanent display for the painted 
Bidford Rocks.  

don’t forget, if you want 
to know what your parish 
CounCil is doing on your Behalf 
keep CheCking our weBsite – 
and Come along to our Zoom 
meetings.  details, agendas and 
minutes are all on the weBsite! 
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This area was not immune from 
such outbreaks and it is esti-
mated that as many as one in 

seven out of a population of 1,500 in 
Stratford upon Avon died of the plague 
in 1564. Bidford itself also suffered 
from these epidemics as they swept 
across the country and cases of 
various epidemics were recorded in 
the village in 1684, 1710-12, 1725-9 
and 1744 as well as in those previously 
mentioned in the 20th century.
Another interesting feature is the 
sense of attributing these outbreaks 
to a geographical source. Whereas 
the WHO now designate epidemics 
by their medical features and year 
of outbreak -  Corona virus disease 
– 2019 - others, notably former 
President Trump, are happy to call 
it ‘the China Virus.’ Ironically, the 
Spanish Flu did not originate in Spain 
but Spain, neutral in WWI, was one of 
the first countries to report widely on 
the disease and without the wartime 
reporting restrictions prevalent else-
where, it was seen as particularly hard 
hit and identified by other countries as 
the source.     

Many epidemiologists, however, 
identify the source of the 1918 
outbreak to a pig farm in Kansas, USA 
from whence the H1NI influenza A 
virus spread to a nearby army camp 
and thence on via America’s troops 
deploying to the Western Front as part 
of the country’s entry into the Great 
War. Although estimates vary, it is 
reckoned that the disease ultimately 
caused the deaths of between 50m 

and 100m worldwide, far more than 
the estimated 16m resulting from 
the First World War. In England, over 
228,000 fatalities were recorded. 
However, there were some who con-
sidered it was a biological weapon 
introduced by the German pharma-
ceutical company, Bayer, into its new 
wonder drug, Aspirin. With some in 
the US naming a deliberate leakage 
from the Wuhan Institute of Virology 
as the cause and some in the Chinese 
A chart of deaths from all causes 
in major cities, showing a peak in 
October and November 1918

Ministry of Foreign Affairs identifying 
its source as US service personnel 
visiting the Wuhan region in October 
2019 for the Military World Games, 
once again pandemics have been  
turned into weapons of propaganda. 
At the time of writing a WHO team has 
just arrived in Wuhan to investigate 
the  cause and nature of the COVID-19 
outbreak there, so we might just find 
out how it started, or then again, not …
The Spanish Flu had three distinct 
waves in the spring of 1918 and, 
hitting hardest, the autumn of 1918, 
as well as at the start of the following 
year. Presently we appear to be still 
enduring the second wave of COVID-
19, but …
Typical symptoms of the 1918-20 virus 
were muscle aches, headache, fatigue, 
sore throat and fever.
Sound familiar?                                                                                             

As there were no antiviral drugs to 
treat the virus, and no antibiot-
ics to treat the secondary bacterial 
infections, doctors would rely on a 
random assortment of medicines 
with varying degrees of effective-
ness, such as quinine, arsenics, digi-
talis, strychnine, epsom salts, castor 
oil, and iodine. Dr Fosbrooke, resident 
of the High Street, Bidford, and the 
area’s GP, suggested gargling the 
throat with Condy’s Fluid [a disinfect-
ant] every night and morning, and 
advised that all symptoms related to 
fever should be regarded as infec-
tious, and to stay at home in bed for a 
few days, stating that ”overcrowding 
in dwellings, the aggregation of large 
numbers of persons in one room or in 
assembly rooms, and places of enter-
tainment, should be avoided.” To aid 
good ventilation, people were advised 
to keep their windows open. Sound 
familiar?
In a letter to The Worcester Daily 
Times (2nd November 1918) a Major 
E.O. Henshaw, suggested “keeping 
cheerful, lighting bonfires near the 
house, and disinfecting … clothes by 
baking them in the oven.” 
Naturally as the commercial instinct 
kicked in, it was suggested that health 
care and home products now had the 
ability to fight the flu with Horlicks 
Malted Milk recommended as the 
diet “ before and after influenza.” 
‘Shortages of Bovril were reported and 
consumers were asked to limit pur-
chases so as to allow access to those 
with “more pressing need of it at this 
critical time.”

It is tempting to knock such quack 
potions and cures, but who can forget 
in more recent times this sugges-
tion of Donald Trump, regarding the 
effects of bleach after it was reported 
to kill the virus in saliva or respiratory 
fluids within five minutes: “And then 
I see the disinfectant where it knocks 
it out in a minute. One minute. And 
is there a way we can do something 

Bidford & distriCt history soCiety
Covid 19: an historiCal perspeCtive
Pandemics are nothing new: the Black Death of 1346-51, the 
Great Plague of 1664 -67, the Spanish Flu of 1918-20, the Asian 
Flu 1957-58, the Hong Kong Flu 1968-69, all caused by variant 
types of the 1918 outbreak, the 2003 SARS-COV outbreak, the 
2009 Swine Flu pandemic, the list goes on.  A common feature 
of all these is the transmission of the virus to humans from 
animals, many of these being from avian or swine sources.
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Pandemics are nothing new: the Black Death of 1346-51, the Great Plague of 1664 -67, the Spanish 
Flu of 1918-20, the Asian Flu 1957-58, the Hong Kong Flu 1968-69, all caused by variant types of the 
1918 outbreak, the 2003 SARS-COV outbreak, the 2009 Swine Flu pandemic, the list goes on.  A 
common feature of all these is the transmission of the virus to humans from animals, many of these 
being from avian or swine sources. 
This area was not immune from such outbreaks and it is estimated that as many as one in seven out 
of a population of 1,500 in Stratford upon Avon died of the plague in 1564. Bidford itself also 
suffered from these epidemics as they swept across the country and cases of various epidemics were 
recorded in the village in 1684, 1710-12, 1725-9 and 1744 as well as in those previously mentioned 
in the 20th century. 
Another interesting feature is the sense of attributing these outbreaks to a geographical source. 
Whereas the WHO now designate epidemics by their medical features and year of outbreak -  
COrona VIrus Disease – 2019 - others, notably former President Trump, are happy to call it ‘the 
China Virus.’ Ironically, the Spanish Flu did not originate in Spain but Spain, neutral in WWI, was one 
of the first countries to report widely on the disease and without the wartime reporting restrictions 
prevalent elsewhere, it was seen as particularly hard hit and identified by other countries as the 
source.      
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whence the H1NI influenza A virus spread to a nearby 
army camp and thence on via America’s troops 
deploying to the Western Front as part of the country’s 
entry into the Great War. Although estimates vary, it is 
reckoned that the disease ultimately caused the deaths 
of between 50m and 100m worldwide, far more than 
the estimated 16m resulting from the First World War. 
In England, over 228,000 fatalities were recorded.  
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs identifying its 
source as US service personnel visiting the 
Wuhan region in October 2019 for the 
Military World Games, once again pandemics 
have been  turned into weapons of 
propaganda. At the time of writing a WHO 
team has just arrived in Wuhan to investigate 
the  cause and nature of the COVID-19 
outbreak there, so we might just find out 
how it started, or then again, not … 

The Spanish Flu had three distinct waves in 
the spring of 1918 and, hitting hardest, the 
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autumn of 1918, as well as at the start of the following year. Presently we appear to be still enduring 
the second wave of COVID-19, but … 
Typical symptoms of the 1918-20 virus were muscle aches, headache, fatigue, sore throat and fever. 
Sound familiar?                                                                                              
As there were no antiviral drugs to treat the virus, and no antibiotics to treat the secondary bacterial 
infections, doctors would rely on a random assortment of medicines with varying degrees of 
effectiveness, such as aspirin, quinine, arsenics, digitalis, strychnine, epsom salts, castor oil, 
and iodine. Dr Fosbrooke, resident of the High Street, Bidford, and the area’s GP, suggested gargling 
the throat with Condy’s Fluid [a disinfectant] every night and morning, and advised that all 
symptoms related to fever should be regarded as infectious, and to stay at home in bed for a few 
days, stating that ”overcrowding in dwellings, the aggregation of large numbers of persons in one 
room or in assembly rooms, and places of entertainment, should be avoided.” To aid good 
ventilation, people were advised to keep their windows open. Sound familiar? 

In a letter to The Worcester Daily Times (2nd November 1918) a Major E.O. Henshaw, suggested 
“keeping cheerful, lighting bonfires near the house, and disinfecting … clothes by baking them in the 
oven.”  

Naturally as the commercial instinct kicked in, it was suggested that health care and home products 
now had the ability to fight the flu with 
Horlicks Malted Milk recommended as 
the diet “ before and after influenza.” 
‘Shortages of Bovril were reported and 
consumers were asked to limit 
purchases so as to allow access to those 
with “more pressing need of it at this 
critical time.” 
It is tempting to knock such quack 
potions and cures, but who can forget in 
more recent times this suggestion of 
Donald Trump, regarding the effects of 
bleach after it was reported to kill the 
virus in saliva or respiratory fluids within 
five minutes: "And then I see the 

disinfectant where it knocks it out in a minute. One minute. And is there a way we can do something 
like that, by injection inside or almost a cleaning? So, it'd be interesting to check that."  
So what were the effects on the normal activities of daily life? Most of the schools in the region were 
shut at one time over the course of the three outbreaks 1918-19 with high levels of absences of 
children and teachers in the region. It even impacted on the Armistice Day celebrations in November 
1918. Schools, especially elementary [primary] schools in Birmingham were closed in an effort to 
stem the spread of the virus but then were reopened too early allowing the epidemic to rise further. 
Sound familiar? 
Limiting public gatherings was a notable feature with cinemas – perhaps one of the most popular 
forms of entertainment - ordered to close temporarily in Birmingham and Coventry and not to admit 
children under the age of 14, as the young were regarded as more vulnerable. Indeed, one of the 
most noticeable, unique and unexplained effects of the flu was its greater impact on those in the 20 
– 40 age group contrasting with earlier pandemics and COVID today.   
Even before the onset of Spanish Flu availability of doctors was noticeable. In March 1917,  
Bidfordian, John Cole, aged 36 and chauffeur to Bidford Drs Hobbes and Crawford, was able to 

image from an advertisement for “formamint 
the germ-killing throat tablet”
Source Illustrated London News, 9 Nov 1918
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like that, by injection inside or almost 
a cleaning? So, it’d be interesting to 
check that.” 
So what were the effects on the 
normal activities of daily life? Most of 
the schools in the region were shut at 
one time over the course of the three 
outbreaks 1918-19 with high levels 
of absences of children and teachers 
in the region. It even impacted on 
the Armistice Day celebrations in 
November 1918. Schools, espe-
cially elementary [primary] schools in 
Birmingham were closed in an effort 
to stem the spread of the virus but 
then were reopened too early allowing 
the epidemic to rise further. Sound 
familiar?
Limiting public gatherings was 
a notable feature with cinemas – 
perhaps one of the most popular 
forms of entertainment - ordered to 
close temporarily in Birmingham and 
Coventry and not to admit children 
under the age of 14, as the young were 

regarded as more vulnerable. Indeed, 
one of the most noticeable, unique and 
unexplained effects of the flu was its 
greater impact on those in the 20 – 40 
age group contrasting with earlier 
pandemics and COVID today.  
Even before the onset of Spanish Flu 
availability of doctors was notice-
able. In March 1917,  Bidfordian, John 
Cole, aged 36 and chauffeur to Bidford 
Drs Hobbes and Crawford, was able 
to successfully appeal against con-
scription from military service.  By 
providing his chauffeuring services 
he enabled Dr Hobbes, too elderly to 
drive himself, to come out of retire-
ment and thus free up his successor in 
the practice, Dr Crawford, to join the 
Royal Army Medical Corps. 
At the end of October 1918 the 
shortage of medical practitioners, 
many being on overseas service or 

engaged in military hospitals, was 
reported in the local and national 
press as imposing a real strain on 
existing resources,. Nurses working 
in hospitals and infirmaries were 
chronically overworked with many 
becoming patients themselves. A 
local nurse from Badsey working 
at Bulford Army Camp on Salisbury 
Plain wrote in a letter to her fiancé: “ 
We have 145 women down with it and 
last week I had it myself – running a 
temperature of 101.2 but I got over 
it wonderfully quickly … and when I 
was getting better the SMO sent me 
a bottle of claret and someone else 
… some port wine – so I was able to 
drink your health!” In consequence, 
routine medical examinations were 
suspended so as many doctors as 
possible were freed up to treat flu 
victims. Sound familiar?
With many men away supporting the 
war effort there were shortages of un-
dertakers, horses and gravediggers. 

However, local troops where available, 
were called in to help in Coventry and 
the Coventry Standard was at pains 
to emphasis that all burials took 
place in daylight and that reports to 
the contrary were exaggerated. “The 
death of one man … is a catastrophe. 
Hundreds of thousands of deaths: that 
is a statistic!” Then as now, it is the 
reports of individual suffering which 
touch the heart.
Leonard Rose, a Sapper in the Royal 
Engineers, was gassed on the Western 
Front and discharged, returning to 
Bidford in 1917. Sadly, as was the case 
with so many who were gassed, he 
developed tuberculosis which, in turn, 
made him very vulnerable to the flu 
pandemic. This, in its turn, brought 
on heart failure and he died at home 
with his father by his side in March 
1919, aged just 23. 3 days later he 

was interred in St Laurence church-
yard, Bidford, following a military 
funeral. 
In conclusion, perhaps the comment 
of the Ministry of Health, in its Report 
on the Pandemic of Influenza 1918-19 
provides a most poignant epitaph, not 
just for then but for now, “The disease 
simply had its way. It came like a thief 
in the night and stole treasure.”
As I reflect on the current COVID-19 
outbreak I am struck by the large 
number of parallels with that most 
virulent of pandemics occurring just 
over 100 years ago and sense, in 
our experience of COVID-19 that we 
are living through, once again, if not 
a unique, certainly a rare and ex-
ceptional, period of history. Mindful 
of this, Bidford & District History 
Society is collecting memorabilia 
and other items of local relevance 
to this worldwide phenomenon to 
capture something of its impact in 
our local community. In due course, 

the material collected will be suitably 
deposited in the local archive facility 
being developed within Bidford’s 
Community Library. Within this article 
are a few pictures already assembled 
which tell something of Bidford’s story 
in its first year of the COVID-2019 
pandemic: Please get in touch if you 
are willing to share experiences, infor-
mation or material about the impact 
COVD-19 has had on you. Who knows? 
What you share may become an item 
of history to give future generations of 
Bidfordians an insight into this truly 
painful but memorable event in our 
lifetime.
Mark Shaddick 
Bidford & District History Society
Email: mark_shaddick@yahoo.co.uk
A fuller version of this article will 
appear on the BDHS website shortly 
at: www.bidfordhistory.org.uk
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With matches and training cancelled, 
this took away the precious and 
important sport and exercise our 
young people love and value so much. 
However, being the community 
focussed and committed club that 
we are, we weren’t going to to let the 
pandemic stop the fun altogether. 
Throughout the spring and summer 
some of our Coaches ran fitness 
sessions on zoom, whilst others gave 
their teams weekly skills challenges. 
We also ran a family zoom quiz night 
which was attended by more than 50 
people, as well as one team producing 
their own “keepy-uppy” training video 
entitled “Football’s Staying Home”.
Away from the sporting side of things, 
other events which bring in much-
needed funding during the year 
were cancelled, such as the annual 
Tournament. Along with not being able 
to sell our infamous bacon butties, this 
left a rather large hole in our funding, 
but thanks to the Parish Council we 
were awarded a grant to cover any 

losses.
As things began to open up again in 
the summer, the FA set out guidelines 
and regulations regarding the re-
starting of training and matches, 
and we appointed a COVID Officer 
onto the committee as well as having 
COVID Parent Reps in each team. 
The Committee worked tirelessly to 
produce thorough risk assessments 
and introduced new procedures for 
training and matches, both for players 
and spectators and these continue to 
be reviewed.
Physical activity and the sense of 
community is hugely important to all 
of us, and our children in particular 
during these uncertain teams. As a 
Club we are doing all we can to ensure 
we stay connected and we look forward 
to when we can all be back together – 
playing the football we love.

SARAH FOUNTAIN
Fundraising and Social Events Co-
oridnator

On a positive note we were able to 
make the most of the earlier closure to 
undertake a thorough risk assessment, 
plan a safe re-opening and to acquire 
all the safety equipment we would 
need. At least we know that we are 
well prepared for when we can fully 
re-open as the necessary protocols 
and procedures are in place. What 
we’re waiting for, of course, is for the 
vaccines to begin liberating us and 
making it safe for our volunteers to 
‘resume normal service’.  
We do appreciate that many of you 
will be missing the opportunity to 
access our books and we would 
urge you, in the meantime, to access 
Warwickshire Library’s website via 
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/libraries 
and follow the links to eBooks, eAudio, 

eMagazines and eNewspapers where 
you will find a free treasure trove 
of material. You will need to be a 
current library member but its easy 
to sign up online or to renew a lapsed 
membership.  
In addition, at the time of writing, a 
number of County run libraries are 
open for Click and Collect and Staff 
Select services, including Alcester. 
You are also able to return books to 
these libraries.  Again see  
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/libraries 
for up-to-date details as things could 
change. Note that unreturned books 
will currently not incur a fine. 
Our volunteers are keen to get back to 
offering you a service and seeing you 
at Bidford Library just as soon as it is 
safe to do so. 
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...working to include all ages 
and walks of life in our 

Community
C/O Parish Office

Bramley Way, Bidford-on-Avon.
Tel: 01789 778653

Email: info@bidfordonavon-pc.gov.uk

 Bidford community library ltd

Bramley Way, Bidford on Avon B50 4QG

It is hard to believe, but Bidford Community Library Ltd. is celebrating its 

second year on 1st April 2014!

We should like to take this opportunity to thank our many volunteers, 

without whom this community project would not be possible.

And a special thank you to Plato Catering Hire, of 2 Bidford Road, 

Broom, and Warner’s Budgens for their contributions to the library.  

Plato Catering Hire, have always been willing to assist in providing 

catering equipment for our events: and Warner’s Budgens continue to 

support the library via their Community Savings Scheme: those green 

tokens they give you for every £10 you spend, so don’t forget to ask 

for them!!

And, we shouldn’t forger to thank Bidford-on-Avon Parish Council for 

its generous grant of £5,000.

It is thanks to this local support of the that our volunteer run 

community library is still  able to offer a varied service to our local 

communities

Bidford Community Library Ltd. Bramley Way, Bidford on Avon B50 4QG 
Company Reg. No. 7950990

Bidford Community 
liBrary an update...

Bidford
gardening
soCiety
from
neil ferguson, Chairman

The Covid 19 pandemic 
has been both bad and 
good for the members 

of our Society.  Obviously, the 
restrictions on social contact 
have been dreadful.  Our Society 
is fundamentally a social meeting 
place for like-minded people 
who love and appreciate gardens, 
whether they are their own or 
others such as the National Trust 
gardens, etc.  One good aspect of 
the current situation is that with 
the need to stay home, there has 
been more time for gardening 
and most people have said their 
gardens have never looked 
better!  
We have tried to stay in touch 
with each other by e-mail and 
by publishing Newsletters 
containing articles, tips, pictures, 
members’ profiles, notices – in 
fact anything of interest. It is 
fair to say we are all looking 
forward to meeting up again in 
the Crawford Hall, at which time 
we would welcome anyone who 
would like to join us. 

further information can be found 
on our website: bidfordgardens.
com or by phoning annette 
haines on 01789 268974.

When we closed our doors for the first lockdown back in 
March last year, I think we anticipated re-opening a few 
months later. In the event it took until October before we 
could resume our service and that turned out to be for 
reduced hours and for just a few short weeks. Now, well, 
who knows!

Bidford Juniors fC
As it was for everyone, 2020 was rather challenging for 
Bidford Juniors Football Club to say these least. With 
over 120 members from Bidford and the surrounding 
area, the impact of COVID19 was felt far and wide. 




